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Preface

N ew Every Morning was created by 118 premiere worship pastors, ministers of music,
and Christian university professors across America!

First and foremost, I am humbled and grateful to count each of them as my friends
and want to express my deepest appreciation that they would take the time out of their
hectic schedules to contribute to this book of unique and dynamic devotionals.

From the bottom of my heart, I say a huge “Thank You” to each of these contributors.
Your spiritual insight and godly encouragement will make this book a blessing to many.

One of the unique features of this book is its flexibility to be used as a private
devotional book or as a group devotional. I encourage choirs, praise teams, orchestras,
Sunday school classes, and all types of groups to read through the devotions on the same
schedule corporately as each one does individually during private study and personal
devotional time.

Reading these devotions on the same schedule also opens up the opportunity to share
and discuss each other’s thoughts together in small or large group settings.

Another feature of the book is included on Wednesdays and Sundays. On each of
these days, there are always a few thoughts aimed at those in music and worship ministries.
These Wednesday and Sunday devotions are designed to read to your choir or group and
ask the questions included in each devotion to encourage discussion.

Whether you utilize this devotional book in your daily private time with the Lord or
with your choir or ministry groups, my prayer is that God would use its truths and spiritual
insights to inspire, encourage, uplifi, and bless all who read it.

God’s BEST to you as you experience His mercies New Every Morning!

Dr. Phil Barfoot, Editor






WEEK 1T—MONDAY
Attitude Is Everything

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners
were listening to them. Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of
the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.
Acts 16:25-26 (N1v)

¢ have a choice. Every day in every situation and circumstance, we have a choice.

We can follow the naysayers and negative whims of the masses, OR we can come
with thankful and grateful hearts and attitudes to face even the most overwhelming and
challenging situations.

If Paul and Silas would have responded negatively to their imprisonment, having
been beaten, stripped of their clothes and put into jail with their feet in shackles, you would
never have heard this story. It would have been just another unremarkable night in that
Philippian prison.

However, Scripture tells us that at midnight they “prayed and sang praises to God.”
That’s right—they didnt whimper and complain. They praised God in their dire situation.

God honored their “attitudes of gratitude” along with their thanksgiving and praise in
the midst of those dark and desperate circumstances. God truly inhabited the praises of Paul
and Silas that night! In fact, they prayed, praised, and sang until, suddenly, an earthquake
shook the foundations of the prison, all the doors were opened, and EVERYONE’S chains
were loosed. Not only were Paul and Silas delivered, but all the prisoners were!

The jailer rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas and asked, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?” (v. 30). Paul and Silas then sealed the deal by explaining he must
“believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved—you and your household” (v. 31).
The jailer and his entire family were then saved!

Today, you will be faced with a choice. I encourage you to choose thanksgiving in
every circumstance.

1. What are some steps that I can take to change my attitude to trust God at all times

in every situation?

2. When faced with a choice, how can I confidently learn to believe rather than

doubt?

>

Lord Jesus, help me to choose the “attitude of gratitude” when faced with challenges
and overwhelming situations today. In the almighty name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Dr. Phil Barfoot
President / CEO
Celebration Concert Tours International / CCT Music, Franklin, TN



WEEK 1—TUESDAY
Our Real Calling

“Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most
important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.”
Mark 12:28b-30 (N1v)

he answer Jesus gives this religious teacher to this all-important question sets the pur-
pose, priority, and plan of our lives here on this earth. Jesus is clearly saying that
WORSHIP is the greatest commandment!

It's what's going on in heaven now and for all eternity and what should be going on in
each of our lives as believers. Worship is heaven’s highest occupation and the earth’s greatest
privilege. The Westminster Shorter Catechism says it this way, “The chief end of man is to
glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”

Revelation 4:11 (xyv 2000) puts it like this, “You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honor and power: for you have created all things, and for your pleasure they are and
were created.”

In other words, we were created to please the Lord. We please Him by praising Him.

I encourage you today to consider your AVOCATION. We all know what our
VOCATIONS are—plumbers, electricians, teachers, nurses, accountants, ministers, busi-
ness owners, etc. Our AVOCATION is to be ministers 0 and worshipers of Almighty God.

First Peter 2:9 calls us “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light” (N1v).

Asyou go about your day, let me simply encourage you to fulfill your AVOCATION—
the greatest commandment of loving the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind,
and strength . .. WORSHIP! In doing so, you will satisfy the purpose to which we have all
been called . . . worshipers of our awesome, almighty, loving Father.

1. What are some practical steps I can take to love and worship the Lord in a deeper

way?

2. How can my avocation be reflected in my vocation?

>

Lord Jesus, help me to focus on my real calling and purpose today . . . to be a minister
to and worshiper of Almighty God. May YOU be my priority and the focus of all my
time and attention and purpose today. May I please You in all I do. May I glorify
You and enjoy Your loving presence. In the strong name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Dr. Phil Barfoot
President / CEO
Celebration Concert Tours International / CCT Music, Franklin, TN



WEEK 1T—WEDNESDAY
Worship as an Act of Sacrifice

T urge you, brothers, in light of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
Romans 12:1 (N1v)

n our day and age, there seems to be a big push for making worship services as consumer-

friendly as possible. I would even go out on a limb and say that many of us have joined
churches based on the style of music, worship service schedule, or what the church had
to offer our family or us. While these concerns may seem to be fully legitimate in today’s
culture, they directly contradict a key word in our Scripture passage—sacrifice.

According to the apostle Paul, the correct attitude in worship is one of sacrifice. When
we sacrifice, our individual wants become secondary. When we worship, we should strive
to become more Christlike, who “humbled himself” and became “nothing” for the sake of
mankind (Phil. 2:5-8). So how does this translate in real terms? It means that when there’s
a congregational song that is not in the style that I personally like, I sing it anyway because
that song is ministering to someone else in the congregation. It means that a grandparent
should be willing to sing a song that ministers to his/her grandchild—and vice-versa.

When we sacrifice our personal agendas, God takes His rightful place at center stage.
I cannot come to church with the expectation that corporate worship will replicate my
private time with God. That would be self-serving.

1. What are some hindrances that prevent me from truly sacrificing my personal
preferences in corporate worship?
2. What results from worship bring joy to God’s heart?

—

Dear Lord, help me to not be self-centered in my worship. Help me strive to
become more like Jesus and willing to sacrifice my personal preferences when I
come together with others in corporate worship. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Carlos Ichter
Minister of Music and Worship
Tallowood Baptist Church, Houston, TX



WEEK 1—THURSDAY
Built to Last?

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with
the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NasB)

fyouve grown up around the church, you've probably heard songs with “cornerstone” in
the title. Today, the cornerstone is a masonry stone of dedication and remembrance that
is unveiled at the dedication of a building. In earlier days, the cornerstone was the very first
masonry stone that was laid. It determined the direction and layout of the entire structure.
If the cornerstone was not laid precisely, the building was not built according to plan.
Jesus should be the Cornerstone of our lives and the place where the Holy Spirit
dwells. Everything about our lives should be built on Jesus as revealed in Scripture. But
what if we've messed up? The good news is that when we repent and ask, Jesus forgives and
forgets. Today, take in God’s Word. Talk with Him. Pay attention to what He is doing in
and around you. Today, let your life be built on the Cornerstone that will never lead you
away from the very best that God has for you.

1. What do you need to tear down and let God rebuild?
2. What do you tend to substitute for THE Cornerstone?
—
Lord, may You be the foundation of who I am and everything I do. Show me what You
see and show me where I need ro rebuild to be in line with You. May it be obvious, due
to the presence of the Holy Spirit, that my life is built on the Chief Cornerstone.

Mark Blair
Minister of Music
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, TN



WEEK 1—FRIDAY
Handling Life’s Interruptions

T will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may
be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth. . . . In that day you will
know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”
John 14:16-17a, 20 (NASB)

Interruptions are simply a part of life. Some interruptions are mild irritants, like notic-
ing a flat tire on your parked car in the driveway or receiving a telemarketing robocall
on your smartphone. Other interruptions, like losing a job, fighting cancer, or surviving a
devastating accident, can instantly alter the trajectory of one’s life.

In a CBS televised interview on 60 Minutes, newly-elected Canadian Prime Minister
and boxing enthusiast Justin Trudeau remarked, “People think boxing is about how hard
of a punch you can throw, but boxing is really about how hard a punch you can withstand
and keep fighting.”

Our best response to life’s interruptions is depending on Christ to work #hrough us. If
Christ is living in me through His Word, it will shape my responses. If I try to manhandle
the situation without Christ, it’s likely I'll fail and make a mess in the process. Christ allows
me to withstand life’s interruptions and keep fighting.

For those who have been called to serve God, who are seen by others as ambassadors
of Christ, it is not enough to have an effective plan for our life and ministry. We must also
respond well to the interruptions that can derail the best-made plan, not just for our own
benefit, but for those who look to us for guidance, wisdom, and strength.

1. Visualize your name written on the outside of a small envelope. Then visualize
sealing your envelope into a larger one with the name of Jesus written on the out-
side of it. Then place both of these envelopes within a larger one with God—The
Father written on the outside.

2. Now, reread John 14:20.

T~
Lord, give me the wisdom to remember I cannot control when interruptions impact my life.

1 can only control my response to them by knowing and applying Your Word. Thank You for
the assurance that You live in me and are guiding me always. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.

Dr. D. Doran Bugg
Chair of Music Department
Belhaven University, Jackson, MS



WEEK 1—SATURDAY
The Basics

You brought my inner parts into being; You wove me in my mothers womb. I will praise
You, for You made me with fear and wonder; marvelous are Your works, and You know
me completely. My frame was not hidden from You when I was made in secret, and
intricately put together in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw me unformed,
yet in Your book all my days were written, before any of them came into being.
Psalm 139:13-16 (MEV)

often see people who seem blessed beyond what the average human deserves. I can’t help

but notice when a new colleague has a new CD out, was published, or got a promotion.
My first reaction usually isn't excitement for them. It’s usually more like, “Why do ey get
all the attention?” or “I'm better than him, why does he get all the cool gigs?”

When these thoughts creep into my mind, I try to go back to the basics. God made
me who I am: the good, the bad, and the ugly. I know it seems basic, but I have to con-
stantly remind myself that I am made to be who I am because the Master Creator molded
me this way. Read and reflect on Psalm 139.

God placed me where [ am. We are not in our positions because of our skill, talent, or
education. God placed us in positions of influence no matter where we fall on the worldly
scale of success. Mary and Joseph didn't just happen to be in the room where the angels
appeared. It was no accident that Joseph was in that pit. Moses wasn’t on a joyride down the
Nile. God ordained every one of these events. The same is true for us. Whatever it is you are
doing today, God has placed you there for a specific purpose and reason.

God loves me the way I am. Sometimes, we can begin to believe that God made us,
but He must not /ike us. Not true! God adores you. When God looks at you and me, He
sees a wonderful, intimate act of creative genius. “T will praise You, for You made me with
fear and wonder; marvelous are Your works, and You know me completely.” Did you get that?
“Marvelous are Your works.” You are His handiwork. The next line says, “and You know me
completely.” That means even the stuff you don’t want anyone to know about, He knows
and still thinks you're pretty great.

God uses the good and the bad. Think about David, a “man after God’s own heart,”
who made some stupid choices. Some of us feel like God has limited our success because of
past failures or mistakes we have made. While I believe God molds us, He does not punish
us because of our mistakes. We must allow our mistakes and failures to be the things that
sharpen us into the image of Christ. Turn your failures into features. Let Christ turn your
mess into your message and your mistakes into your mission.

1. What are some of the beliefs you have about who God is that may be false?
2. How can your past mistakes mold your message today? What have you learned
from past failures that you can turn into features to demonstrate God’s goodness?

>

Lord, help us use all of our experiences, both good and bad, to point peaple to You today.

Help us make our mistakes our message and our tragedy our testimony today. Amen.

Brent Dyer
Lead Worship Pastor
Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston, TX
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WEEK 1—SUNDAY
The Process of Worship

Then I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am 1. Send me!”
Isaiah’s Commission—Isaiah 6:8 (NASB)

I_I ave you ever thought about what should take place in worship? Isaiah 6 gives us an
exceedingly vivid picture of worship that should occur inwardly as we experience
authentic biblical worship. We must be so consumed (vv. 1-3) by God’s presence that we
surrender ourselves completely in total abandonment in our adoration and praises to Him.
We should be convicted (vv. 4-5) of our rebellion against God, humble ourselves, and
confess our sins.

We should realize the importance of asking God to forgive us of our sins and cleanse
(vv. 6-7) us from all unrighteousness. Then, we can be commissioned (v. 8). When we
are a clean, pure, and authentic vessel, God can use us however He sees fit to advance the
kingdom. Our Sunday worship should be a fragment compared to our worship throughout
the entire week.

1. Areyou truly preparing your heart for worship and asking the Holy Spirit to speak

to you or are you simply going through the motions?
2. What are some worship experiences that have changed and impacted your life?

—

Father, we ask You to create in us a clean heart and renew a right spirit within us. Cleanse
us of anything that is not of You and may our spirits be consumed by Your presence,
convicted when dishonoring Your name and humbled enough ro ask for forgiveness.

Tommy Quinn
Associate Pastor of Worship
First Baptist Church Tillman’s Corner, Mobile, AL



WEEK 2—MONDAY
The Value of Vision

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21 (esv)

Recently, my wife and I traveled to the coast. There is nothing like a morning stroll along
a desolate beach just before the onslaught of crowds, chairs, and umbrellas. The chat-
ter of hovering seagulls calls for a fresh perspective. Typical in popular beach communities,
million-dollar residences peer over the sand dunes, each home boasting impressive views.

As we enjoyed our sunrise saunter together, a loud boom interrupted the solitude. To
our amazement, a traditional beach house was being destroyed by a wrecking ball! As we
watched, shingled walls, windows, and doors were being smashed into rubble and we both
wondered why.

Later, we had a conversation with the demolition supervisor regarding the demise of
this vintage bungalow. He explained that there was more value in this ocean view lot than
in the actual building. Sometimes the view has more value!

As a leader in ministry, I've discovered that communicating a “spirit-led” vision is
highly valuable. A compelling vision encourages others to join in. A healthy ministry vision
aims and defines our impact to the glory of God! People are motivated when they sense that
the vision is God-sized.

1. Do you have a captivating ministry vision for your specific area of ministry?
2. Are you effectively communicating God’s vision to those you lead?
—
Lord, 1 desire a fresh ministry perspective and a God-sized vision for my life and ministry
calling. Forgive me for thinking small or treasuring successes of the past more than seeking
new revelation for effective ministry possibilities . . . until the whole world hears of YOU!

Rick Briscoe
Associate Pastor of Worship
Prestonwood Baptist Church, Plano, TX





