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Foreword

Two thousand years ago, a small group of ordinary men turned 
the world upside down in an extraordinary way. A movement 
that began with eleven men grew to more than 3,000 people 
in a day. In the next 300 years, that movement would grow to 
more than 30,000,000 people. Staggering numbers like this 
beg the question, “How in the world did that happen?” And 
the answer is simple.

They went.
This small group of men heard a clear call from Jesus. 

“Go,” he said. “Go to all the people of the world and tell them 
the gospel—the great news of how God gives eternal life to all 
who confess Jesus as the Savior of our sins and the Lord of our 
lives.”

So they went. And the world was changed.
Two thousand years later, the call remains the same. It is 

just as clear to you and me today as it was to them then. To 
every man, woman, and child who has put their faith in Jesus, 
Jesus has said, “Go.” He has not called any one of us to come, 
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be baptized, and sit in one location. No, he has commanded 
every one of us to go, baptize, and make disciples of all nations.

This call to “go” starts right where we live. The God of the 
universe has put each of us in the house, apartment, or dorm 
where we live, in the job where we work, and with the people 
who surround us. He has put us there for a reason. He wants 
the people we interact with on a daily basis to know how much 
he loves them and to experience the life found in him. Indeed, 
he has called us to go to them.

But not to stop there.
The call to “go” extends to wherever God leads. We live in 

a world where nearly 4 billion people don’t even have adequate 
access to the good news of God’s love for them. Surely with 
that many people on a road that leads to hell who haven’t even 
heard how they can go to heaven, God is not just calling a few 
Christians to go to them. Indeed, he’s calling multitudes of 
Christians to go to them.

Such “going” is what this book is all about. Danny Akin has 
given us a biblical, practical, simple guide to going right where 
we live and wherever God leads. So as you hold this book in your 
hands, my encouragement for you from its beginning is straight-
forward: Don’t read it.

Instead, do it.
In the pages ahead, you will be inspired to consider all the 

ways you might go in your life and work, with your church and 
family, from your neighborhood to the nations. But don’t stop 
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with just considering all these things. Take the next step and 
actually do all these things.

In other words, “Go.” And as you and I go, who knows 
what might happen in and through our lives and churches? 
Might you and I be a part of a movement of God in the twenty-
first century like we read about in the first century?

O God, may it be so.

David Platt
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1

I Am Going . . . Because 
Jesus Commanded It
“The Great Commission is not an option to 

be considered; it is a command to be obeyed.” 1

Hudson Taylor

Missionary biographies inspire me. In many ways they have set 
the course of my life. One such individual is John Gibson Paton 
(1824–1907). He is popularly known as the missionary to the 
cannibals. The Baptist preacher in London, Charles Spurgeon, 
called John Paton the “King of the Cannibals.”2 Such is an 
appropriate and accurate description of this brave missionary 
who risked his life and sacrificed so that a tribe of murderous 
cannibals in the New Hebrides Islands might praise the Lord 
and trust Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Jesus said go 
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(Matt. 28:19–20) to the nations and Paton went. He knew 
obedience was not up for debate.

As far as we know, the New Hebrides had no Christian 
influence before John Williams and James Harris from the 
London Missionary Society landed there in 1839. Both of these 
missionaries were killed and eaten by cannibals on the island 
of Erromanga on November 20 of that year, only minutes after 
going ashore. Forty-eight years later John Paton would write, 
“Thus were the New Hebrides baptized with the blood of mar-
tyrs; and Christ thereby told the whole Christian world that he 
claimed these islands as His own.”3

Paton’s passion for the nations was not something he 
reserved for himself. It was also his aspiration for his children! 
He said, 

Let me record my immovable conviction that this is 
the noblest service in which any human being, can 
spend or be spent; and that, if God gave me back my 
life to be lived over again, I would without one quiver 
of hesitation lay it on the altar to Christ, that He might 
use it as before in similar ministries of love, especially 
amongst those who have never yet heard the Name of 
Jesus. Nothing that has been endured, and nothing 
that can now befall me, makes me tremble—on the 
contrary, I deeply rejoice—when I breathe the prayer 
that it may please the blessed Lord to turn the hearts of 
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all my children to the Mission Field and that He may 
open up their way and make it their pride and joy to 
live and die in carrying Jesus and His Gospel into the 
heart of the [Lost] World!4

He could write these words because of an unalterable con-
viction that gripped his soul: “Whatever trials have befallen 
me in my Earthly Pilgrimage, I have never had the trial of 
doubting that perhaps, after all, Jesus had made some mistake. 
No! My blessed Lord Jesus makes no mistakes! When we see 
all His meaning, we shall then understand, what now we can 
only trustfully believe that all is well—best for us, best for the 
cause most dear to us, best for the good of others and the glory 
of God.”5

God said go. Paton obeyed—even though he knew of the 
possibility of being martyred just as his predecessors were. 
What could possibly offer enough inspiration for him to do 
such a thing? One answer is this: He understood God’s mission 
in the world—and personally decided to take his place within 
it. His example should spur us all to say along with him, “I will 
go.” But that kind of response requires us, like Paton, to truly 
understand the biblical context of God’s mission in the world. 
Let us turn our attention to this, for it makes all the difference 
in how we spend our lives!
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What Is God’s Mission in His World?

What is God’s mission in the world? If we, as Christians, 
are supposed to love God and obey him (Deut. 6:4–6), it 
would certainly help if we knew what he is up to. Fortunately, 
God has given us the Bible, a book that tells us exactly what 
he is doing! 

If we are going to understand God’s mission, the first 
thing we have to understand is that the Bible is not primarily 
a storehouse of random facts about God or Israel or the world. 
Nor is it primarily a collection of rules. Instead, it is primarily 
a fascinating and powerful story about God. We call this “The 
Drama of Scripture” or “The Grand Redemptive Storyline of 
the Bible.” This story is told in four acts:

1.	 Creation: The first act is Creation. “In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). 
God created the world and everything in it, and he 
called it “very good” (1:31). God loved and blessed 
what he had created!

At the pinnacle of his creation are a man and 
woman. They were different from the rest of his cre-
ation because he created them in his image and likeness 
(1:26–28). Unlike the animals, they could be entrusted 
with managing the world God created (1:28), making 
families (1:28), and working to enhance the garden 
(2:15). Also, unlike the animals, they were moral and 
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spiritual beings who were instructed not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Humans are 
uniquely responsible to God.

A good way to summarize the uniqueness of 
human beings is to say that they are spiritual, moral, 
social, and cultural beings who are to use the totality of 
their lives to please God. And at the time of creation, 
they did please God. In fact, everything in the garden 
was just the way it was supposed to be. Adam and Eve 
had a right relationship with God, with each other, and 
with the rest of the world.

2.	 The Fall: The second act is the Fall. Just after God 
created the world, the Bible’s story takes a dark turn. 
Adam and Eve decided to rebel against their Creator 
(3:1–7). Instead of loving him supremely and obeying 
him completely, they disobeyed him and sought to take 
his place on the throne of the world and the throne 
of their lives. They believed the lie of Satan that they 
could become gods. In response to their sin, God cast 
them out of the garden of Eden. 

Being cast out from the garden of Eden teaches us 
that things were no longer the way they were supposed 
to be. Adam and Eve no longer had a right relationship 
with God, with each other, or with God’s world. Each 
of us, just like Adam and Eve, has sinned against God. 
Each of us, like Adam and Eve, experiences broken 
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relationships with God, with others, and with the 
world around us. Our lives are characterized not only 
by God’s goodness but by sin and its consequences. 
Even as we experience the beauty and goodness of life 
in God’s creation, we also experience the ugliness and 
badness of sin and its consequences. 

3.	 Redemption: The third act is Redemption. Immediately 
after Adam and Eve sinned, God promised to send a 
Redeemer, a Savior, to save them from Satan and from 
their sins (3:15). This promise represents our first 
“peek” at the gospel.6 Throughout the Bible, God 
continues to reveal more and more about who this 
Redeemer would be until, finally, in the Gospels, we 
learn that he is Jesus!7 

Jesus—fully God in all of who he is—came to 
earth and took on full humanity. He is fully man and 
fully God. He lived a perfect sinless life, but was cruci-
fied at the hands of sinful humans. When he died on 
the cross, was buried, and rose again, he made atone-
ment for our sins and providing salvation for the world 
(John 1:29; 3:16). On the cross, he took the guilt for 
our sins upon his shoulders and suffered the condem-
nation that we should suffer. When he rose bodily from 
the dead, he rose as a victor, having paid fully for our 
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sins and secured the future redemption of the world 
(Rom. 8:18–25).

When we trust in Christ for our salvation, God 
forgives us of our sins and begins the process of mak-
ing us more like his Son (Rom. 8:29). This process 
of making us more like his Son is something that 
should happen daily (2 Cor. 4:16) and that involves 
the totality of who we are (Rom. 12:1). God intends 
for our salvation to shape not only our personal devo-
tions and “churchly” activities, but also our family life, 

You Need a Savior. Pause for a moment to 
consider the reason we need a Savior. We need 
a Savior because each of us, just like Adam and 
Eve, have sinned against God (Rom. 3:23). 
We are born with the sinful disposition to love 
ourselves and our own desires more than we 
love God (Ps. 51:5). This disposition traps us 
in an ever-widening web of sins (Rom. 1:24). 
Because we sin, we are condemned (Rom. 6:23). 
But because of God’s love, he sent his Son to 
save us so that we do not have to experience 
that condemnation. We can trust in Jesus, be 
restored to God, and receive his gift of eternal 
life (John 3:16).



8  •  I AM GOING

our workplace activities, and our speech and conduct 
within our immediate neighborhoods, greater com-
munities, and the world at large. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ is good news for the whole world. 

4.	 Restoration: The fourth act is Restoration. God’s work 
of redemption reaches its goal when Christ returns. 
When he returns, he returns as a conquering King 
(Rev. 19:16). As King, he will fulfill his role as the 
judge over all humanity (2 Cor. 5:10). Those persons 
who are not saved in Christ will be judged on the basis 
of their deeds and will be condemned. Those persons 
who are saved will enjoy his good pleasure and will live 
under his blessings forever.

When he returns, Christ will invite us to live with 
him on the renewed cosmos, the new heavens and 
earth (Rev. 21–22). This new heavens and earth is the 
world in which we now live, except purged of sin and 
its consequences. Our life in the new heavens and earth 
will be a thoroughly social and cultural existence. It is 
social in that we will live together with believers from 
every tribe, tongue, people, and nation (Rev. 5; 7). It is 
cultural in that our existence will be characterized by 
cultural things, such as art, architecture, and song and 
work (Rev. 21–22). In this way, we will enjoy God’s 
presence and favor and will live in unity with each 
other for eternity.
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In summary, we can say that God’s mission is accomplished 
through his Son’s life, death, and resurrection. His mission is 
to save us from our sins and to restore his good creation, which 
had been marred by sin. But what does that have to do with us? 
In other words, how should God’s mission affect the way we 
live now? Today? In order to answer those questions, we will 
first look briefly at the way God’s mission affected the nation 
of Israel and the way it affected Jesus. Only after that will we 
be ready to understand how it affects us. 

What Was Israel’s Mission?

You might not realize it, but what you believe about where 
Israel fits into God’s mission is really important to how you will 
(or won’t) live on mission. Between the garden of Eden (where 
Act 1 and Act 2 of our story took place) and Golgotha (Act 3, 
the climax of our story), the story focuses on Israel’s attempt to 
redeem itself from all of the consequences sin brought to the 
world. When we read the Old Testament, we often find it dif-
ficult to understand the point of it in relation to our own lives 
right now. After all, it is full of things like kings and queens, 
deserts and oases, horses and donkeys, swords and chariots, 
tabernacles and temples, sackcloths and sacrifices. It turns out 
that one of the best ways to make sense of the Old Testament is 
to take a look at what Israel’s mission was.
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The first place to look is Genesis 12:1–3. In this passage, 
God came down to a pagan named Abram (later God changed 
his name to Abraham) and promised Abraham that he would 
bless Abraham’s descendants so that Abraham’s descendants 
could pass those blessings on to all nations. Abraham’s descen-
dants—Israel—were commissioned by God to be a conduit 
of his blessings to all nations. Later, he promised Moses and 
Israel that he had chosen them to be a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation who would display his glory among the nations 
(Exod. 19:5–6).

God’s primary blessing to Israel was the promise that the 
Savior would come from within Israel. In fact, God continually 
reminded Israel of this promise. This Savior would be a blessing 
to the nations (Gen. 22:18), an eternal king (2 Sam. 7:12–16), 
and one who suffers on our behalf (Ps. 22; Isa. 52:13–53:12). 

God also blessed Israel by giving them his law, instruct-
ing them how to live if they were going to be a blessing to the 
nations. The law was comprehensive in nature. It is centered in 
ten basic laws—the Ten Commandments—but expanded to 
include hundreds of laws covering the entirety of Israel’s exis-
tence. The law showed Israel how their love for God could shine 
through in the personal, social, cultural, and political aspects of 
their lives. Everything mattered to God! Every aspect of Israel’s 
life offered the opportunity to show the world God’s greatness 
and his goodness.
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In fact, we could describe Israel’s mission as having five 
directions. God intended for Israel:

1.	 to direct their worship upward to him, allowing him to 
direct their life as a nation; 

2.	 to look inward at their life as a nation, making sure that 
they loved each other as a way of reflecting God’s own 
love for them; 

3.	 to look backward to the time when God created the 
world (a time when man and woman had a right rela-
tionship to God, to each other, and to the world), so 
that they would live with the type of harmony God had 
intended from the beginning; 

4.	 to look forward to the time when he would send a 
Savior-King, who would save them from their sins and 
institute a new world order in which God would be 
worshiped and sin would be abolished; and 

5.	 to focus outward on the nations, making their own 
personal and national lifestyle so attractive that the 
nations would want to worship their God.

Going back to God’s mission, we see that Israel’s mission 
was supposed to line up with God’s mission. God’s mission is to 
save a people for himself and to restore his creation, which has 
been damaged and marred by sin. Similarly, God wanted Israel 
to live its life in such a manner that people would want to be 
saved by their God. And he wanted Israel to live its life in such a 
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manner that it would give the watching world a glimpse of what 
God’s coming kingdom would look like—a restored creation 
in which there would be no more sin or consequences of sin. 
Unfortunately, Israel failed in its mission. However, God did 
not fail in his. He sent his Son, as we see in the New Testament, 
and continues his story of redemption to this day.

What Is Jesus’s Mission?

Jesus’s mission picks up where Israel’s left off. God ful-
filled his promise to Israel by sending his Son Jesus to be the 
Savior, just as he had promised. Every aspect of Jesus’s life con-
firmed that he was the divine Savior. He was born of a virgin 
(Isa. 7:14), which signaled that he was God born in a human 
body (Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:26–38). He taught God’s Word 
perfectly and lived a sinless life. He announced that God’s 
kingdom was arriving on earth and that entrance into God’s 
kingdom required us to repent and believe on him (Mark 
1:14–15). 

Jesus ministered both through words and deeds. He didn’t 
choose between words and deeds, but wove them together in 
such a manner that his life was a seamless tapestry portraying 
the goodness, greatness, and glory of God and his salvation. 
Here are three specific ways Jesus lived and proclaimed the 
gospel of the kingdom on his mission:
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1.	 Miracles: He performed miracles that revealed the 
nature of the salvation he offered, the type of king-
dom he was announcing. In his miracles, he showed 
his power over nature, demons, disease, and death. 
Through each of these types of miracles, he showed 
that he was God. Take, for example, his resurrection 
of Lazarus from the dead (John 11). He showed the 
watching world that he was God (e.g., only God can 
raise the dead) and he provided a preview of the nature 
of his kingdom (one in which there will be no death). 

The same goes for other miracles. When he calmed 
a storm (Mark 4:35–41), he revealed that he is the 
God who created the seas and controls them, and he 
previewed his coming kingdom in which there will 
be no more storms. When he healed a leper (Mark 
1:40–45), he revealed that he is the Great Physician, 
and previewed his coming kingdom in which there will 
be no more sickness. When he cast out demons from a 
possessed man (Mark 5:1–20), he revealed that he has 
divine power over evil, and the salvation he provides 
will consummate in a kingdom where there is no more 
evil.

2.	 Hospitality and Teaching: He welcomed the sick 
and the sinful, enjoying fellowship with them (Luke 
14:1–24). He taught the truth about God and salvation, 
and explained the nature of his kingdom. Throughout 
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his life, he was sustained in this type of ministry by 
fellowship with the Father and by relying on the Holy 
Spirit to accompany him in his ministry (Luke 4:18). 

3.	 Death and Resurrection: He was crucified (his heel 
being bruised by the serpent) and on the third day 
he rose again (bruising or crushing the head of the 
serpent; see Gen. 3:15). Through his crucifixion and 
resurrection, he accomplished the mission of God: he 
inaugurated the kingdom of God by claiming victory 
over Satan, sin, and death, and he secured redemption 
for God’s image bearers and restoration for his cosmos 
by his bodily resurrection.8

Jesus’s mission was unique. The primary thrust of his 
ministry—the atonement he achieved through his crucifixion 
and resurrection—cannot be imitated by us. However, the way 
he carried himself during his time on earth can be imitated by 
us (see 1 Cor. 11:1). Just as Israel’s mission was holistic, so was 
Jesus’s. He ministered both through words and actions. With 
his words, he announced that he was the Savior of the world 
and that all people must trust him for their salvation (John 
14:6). With his deeds, he gave a preview of what type of salva-
tion he provided—a salvation that would one day culminate in 
a new heavens and earth, one in which there would be no more 
sin and no more consequences of sin.
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What Is Our Mission?

After Jesus rose from the dead, he appeared to his disciples 
and said to them:

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you. And remember, 
I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matt. 
28:18–20)

In this passage (popularly called the Great Commission), 
which represents Jesus’s parting words to his followers, he 
instructs them to make disciples of all nations. How is this 
relevant to us today? It is relevant in that it encapsulates our 
mission! God intends for his people to make disciples of every 
nation including our own. His command to make disciples was 
not just for his first-century disciples. It is for all his disciples, 
including you and me!

How do we make disciples of the nations? We do so by 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit, and 
by teaching them all of Jesus’s words. Our mission is to teach 
people the saving words of God and to baptize them into local 
communities of believers—churches!—that will equip them to 
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bring the whole of their lives into line with God’s intentions 
for them.

What gives us confidence that we can do this, especially 
when many people will oppose us because of our message about 
Jesus’s salvation? Our confidence is that Jesus is with us always, 
accompanying us as we make disciples, and that he will be with 
us “even to the end of the age.” That last promise is a big one. 
He’ll be with us until he returns again to defeat his enemies 
and purge the heavens and earth of sin and its consequences. 
In other words, when the dust settles, he’ll still be standing. 
And because we belong to him, we’ll still be standing with him 
forever and ever. 

The thing that is so “great” about the Great Commission 
is that it encompasses all of the other commandments and 
commissions. When we teach people “everything” Christ com-
mands, we are teaching them everything the Bible teaches. 
Every word of Scripture is a word of Christ. 

Words and Actions

Have you ever heard the phrase, “Actions speak louder than 
words”? What about the phrase, “You might be the only Bible 
your neighbor will ever read”? Or, “Talk is cheap”? 

It’s true that we can act a long time before we speak, but 
words are just as important as action. God created the world in 
the beginning with words. Practically speaking, we obey the 
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Great Commission using both words and actions. Words are 
important because, as Paul asked in Romans 10:14, how can 
a person trust in Christ without ever having heard about him? 
Words are necessary! Our actions are important also because, 
as Paul said to the Corinthians, “Therefore, whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God’s glory” 
(1 Cor. 10:31). Actions are important because they should be 
evidence of our own salvation and should be a preview of what 
life will be like one day in the new heavens and new earth, when 
all of our actions will be in conformity with God’s will. 

Consider the analogy of a hub and wheel, such as those 
found on old-timey covered wagons. Both the hub and the 
wheel are important. The hub is the center of the wheel and it 
holds the whole wheel together. If the hub is removed, the wheel 
collapses. Conversely, if the wheel is removed, the hub gets little 
or no traction.

In this analogy, the hub of Christian mission is gospel 
words, while the wheel is gospel-motivated and gospel-centered 
actions. The hub is essential because without it, the wheel 
collapses. This was Paul’s point when he posed the rhetorical 
question: How could a person believe in Christ without hear-
ing about him? This is why our mission is to speak words about 
Christ as often as we can and in as attractive of a way as we can 
(1 Pet. 3:15).

The wheel is also essential. If the wheel is removed, the 
covered wagon would get little or no traction. This was Paul’s 
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point when he said that we should glorify God in everything we 
do. Why would we want our words to be shaped by Christ, but 
not our actions? Would we ever say that we wanted to speak the 
gospel to our neighbor but also steal the money in our neigh-
bor’s savings account and treat his family poorly? Of course 
not. When gospel words are not accompanied by gospel-shaped 
lives, our words will often have little or no traction. They will 
fall on deaf ears.

We could describe our mission, like Israel’s, as being five-
directional. God wants us to: 

1.	 direct our worship upward to him, allowing him to 
make us more like his Son Jesus; 

2.	 look inward at our family lives and church lives, seek-
ing to love one another in a way that reflects God’s love 
for us and for the world; 

3.	 point backward to God’s creational design for the 
world, a design in which humanity had a right relation-
ship with him, with each other, and with the created 
world; 

4.	 live in such a way that our lives point forward to the 
time when Jesus returns to renew and restore the world 
into a new heavens and earth, the type of lives that 
serve as a preview of that coming kingdom; and 
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5.	 focus outward on the nations, seeking to attract them 
to Christ so that they will experience the salvation he 
offers.

Our mission is upward, inward, backward, forward, and 
outward.9

Conclusion

The rest of the story of John Paton is filled with triumph 
and also tragedy. He sailed for the New Hebrides (via Australia) 
with his wife Mary on April 16, 1858, at the age of thirty-three. 
They reached the island of Tanna on November 5. In March 
of the next year, both his wife and his newborn son died of the 
fever. He served alone on the island for the next four years, 
under constant danger, until he was forced to leave the island 
in February 1862. He felt he was a terrible failure.

 He married again in 1864, and took his wife Margaret 
back to the New Hebrides, this time to the smaller island of 
Aniwa. They would labor together for forty-one years until 
Margaret died in 1905, when John Paton was eighty-one.

The natives on Aniwa were cannibals and sometimes ate 
the flesh of their enemies. They practiced infanticide and 
widow sacrifice. 

Paton admitted that at times he wondered whether these 
people ever could be brought to the point of trusting Christ.
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However, he pressed forward learning the language and 
reducing it to writing. He built orphanages, ministered to the 
sick and dying, and taught them the use of tools.

In the next fifteen years, John and Margaret Paton saw 
the entire island of Aniwa turn to Christ. Years later he wrote, 
“I claimed Aniwa for Jesus, and by the grace of God Aniwa 
now worships at the Savior’s feet.”10 Even to his death Paton 
continued to work on behalf of his people, translating the New 
Testament, catechisms, and a hymnbook in Aniwan.11

Paton outlived his second wife by just two years. He died in 
Australia on January 28, 1907.

Today, about 85 percent of the population of Vanuatu iden-
tifies as Christian, with just over 20 percent being evangelical. 
The sacrifices and the legacy of this missionary to the New 
Hebrides are difficult to put into words. Our great God did a 
great work in and through this man who understood the mis-
sion of God and had only one response to it: go.

Paton once was confronted by an older saint who sought 
to discourage him from going to the New Hebrides. He chided 
him with the words, “‘The cannibals, you will be eaten by 
the cannibals!’ Paton calmly replied: ‘Mr. Dickson, you are 
advanced in years now, and your own prospect is soon to be laid 
in the grave, there to be eaten by worms; I confess to you, that 
if I can but live and die serving and honoring the Lord Jesus, it 
will make no difference to me whether I am eaten by Cannibals 
or by worms; and in the Great Day my Resurrection body will 




