
Spurgeon 
  		

	 Alistair Begg, General Editor

   E. Ray Clendenen, Editor

HOLMAN BIBLE PUBLISHERS 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

study bible

the

00_FRT.indd   1 9/20/19   12:22 PM



CSB Spurgeon Study Bible
Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers
Nashville, Tennessee. All Rights Reserved.

Christian Standard Bible® Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

The text of the Christian Standard Bible may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic, or audio) up 
to and inclusive of one-thousand (1,000) verses without the written permission of the publisher, provided 
that the verses quoted do not account for more than 50 percent of the work in which they are quoted, and 
provided that a complete book of the Bible is not quoted. Requests for permission are to be directed to and 
approved in writing by Holman Bible Publishers, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, Tennessee 37234.

When the Christian Standard Bible is quoted, one of the following credit lines must appear on the copyright 
page or title page of the work:

Scripture quotations marked CSB have been taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright 
© 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are 
federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, 
Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and 
CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.

The interior of the CSB Spurgeon Study Bible was designed and typeset using Bible Serif created by  
2k/denmark, Højbjerg, Denmark. Proofreading was provided by Peachtree Editorial Services, Peachtree 
City, Georgia.

			  Binding									        ISBN
Brown/Tan Cloth over Board	 978-1-5864-0971-5
Black/Brown LeatherTouch	 978-1-5864-0972-2
Burgundy/Marble LeatherTouch	 978-1-4627-4110-6		
Navy LeatherTouch	 978-1-5359-9044-8 
Black Genuine Leather	 978-1-5864-0974-6		
Black Genuine Leather Indexed	 978-1-5864-0975-3		

Printed in Korea
4 5 6 7 — 22 21 20
SWP

00_FRT.indd   2 9/20/19   11:55 AM



books of the bible/contents

The Old Testament
Genesis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Gn. . . . . . . . . .             1
Exodus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ex. . . . . . . . . . . . .             72
Leviticus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Lv. . . . . . . . . . . .            129
Numbers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Nm . . . . . . . . . .          167
Deuteronomy. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Dt . . . . . . . . . . .           222
Joshua. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Jos. . . . . . . . . . .           271
Judges. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Jdg. . . . . . . . . . .           302
Ruth. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ru . . . . . . . . . . .           335
1 Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   1Sm. . . . . . . . . .          342
2 Samuel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   2Sm. . . . . . . . . .          385
1 Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     1Kg. . . . . . . . . .          424
2 Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     2Kg. . . . . . . . . .          467
1 Chronicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1Ch. . . . . . . . . .          507
2 Chronicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2Ch. . . . . . . . . .          546
Ezra. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ezr. . . . . . . . . . .           595
Nehemiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Neh. . . . . . . . .           609
Esther. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Est. . . . . . . . . . .           629
Job. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Jb. . . . . . . . . . . .           640
Psalms. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ps. . . . . . . . . . . .            689
Proverbs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Pr. . . . . . . . . . . .            814
Ecclesiastes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Ec. . . . . . . . . . . .            861
Song of Songs. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Sg. . . . . . . . . . . .            874
Isaiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Is . . . . . . . . . . . .            887
Jeremiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Jr . . . . . . . . . . . .            981
Lamentations. . . . . . . . . . . . .              Lm. . . . . . . . .           1068
Ezekiel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Ezk . . . . . . . .          1080
Daniel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Dn. . . . . . . . .           1152
Hosea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Hs. . . . . . . . . .  1174
Joel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Jl. . . . . . . . . . . .            1191
Amos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Am . . . . . . . . .         1198
Obadiah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Ob . . . . . . . . .           1213
Jonah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Jnh . . . . . . . . .         1217
Micah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Mc. . . . . . . . .           1222
Nahum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Nah. . . . . . . .          1233
Habakkuk. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Hab. . . . . . . .          1239
Zephaniah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Zph . . . . . . . .          1245
Haggai. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Hg . . . . . . . . .           1251
Zechariah. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Zch . . . . . . . .          1255
Malachi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Mal. . . . . . . .          1271

The New Testament
Matthew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Mt . . . . . . . . .           1279 
Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Mk. . . . . . . . .           1334
Luke. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Lk. . . . . . . . . .            1366
John. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Jn. . . . . . . . . .            1420
Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ac . . . . . . . . .           1463
Romans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Rm. . . . . . . . . .          1511
1 Corinthians. . . . . . . . . . . . .              1Co . . . . . . . .          1536
2 Corinthians. . . . . . . . . . . . .              2Co. . . . . . . . .        1558
Galatians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Gl. . . . . . . . . . .          1576
Ephesians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Eph. . . . . . . . .        1585
Philippians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Php. . . . . . . . .        1596
Colossians. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Col. . . . . . . . . .         1605
1 Thessalonians. . . . . . . . . . . 1Th . . . . . . . . .         1611
2 Thessalonians. . . . . . . . . . . 2Th. . . . . . . . .         1617
1 Timothy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  1Tm. . . . . . . . .        1621
2 Timothy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  2Tm. . . . . . . . 1628
Titus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Ti . . . . . . . . . . .          1634
Philemon. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Phm . . . . . . . .       1638
Hebrews. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Heb. . . . . . . . .        1641
James. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Jms. . . . . . . . .        1660
1 Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1Pt. . . . . . . . . .         1667
2 Peter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      2Pt. . . . . . . . . .          1674
1 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      1Jn. . . . . . . . .           1679
2 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      2Jn. . . . . . . . . .         1686
3 John . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      3Jn. . . . . . . . . .         1688
Jude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Jd. . . . . . . . . . .          1690
Revelation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Rv. . . . . . . . . .            1693

Additional Material
Spurgeon Biography by Alistair Begg����������������������IV
Lost Sermons �������������������������������������������������������������������� VIII
Spurgeon Study Notes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         VIII
Spurgeon Quotes������������������������������������������������������������������IX
Spurgeon Illustrations �������������������������������������������������� XII
Introduction to the Christian Standard Bible���� XIII
Abbreviations in CSB Bibles���������������������������������������������XVII
Preface to the Spurgeon Study Bible . . . . . . . . . . .           XVIII
Concordance���������������������������������������������������������������������1721

00_FRT.indd   3 11/29/17   3:20 PM



BIOGRAPHY OF  
CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON
By Alistair Begg

The earthly remains of Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon were laid to rest in West Nor-
wood Cemetery on Thursday, February 11, 
1892. Inscribed on his tomb are words from 
the fourth verse of one of William Cowper’s 
best-known hymns. 

 	� E’er since by faith I saw the  
  stream

 	 Thy flowing wounds supply.
 	� Redeeming love has been  

  my theme
 	 And shall be till I die.

Sixty thousand people paid their respects 
during the three days his body lay in state 
at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and an esti-
mated one hundred thousand people lined 
the street as his hearse made its way to the 
cemetery. The flags were at half-mast, and 
the shops and the pubs were closed. The pub-
lic display of mourning was on a par with 
what one would expect to see on the loss of 
a member of the royal family. He was, after 
all, known as the Prince of Preachers. Thou-
sands listened to him and read his words. 
As many as twenty five thousand copies of 
his sermons were produced on a weekly ba-
sis and could be purchased for a penny. In 
Scotland, newsstands on railway station plat-
forms carried the sermons.

Spurgeon’s famous and well-loved voice, 
described by one as “a melody with an im-
mense scale of tones,” had been heard from 
the pulpit of the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
for the last time on Sunday morning, June 7, 
1891. And yet 125 years later, what was said of 
Abel is true of Spurgeon: “Even though he is 
dead, he still speaks through his faith” (Heb 
11:4).  His sermons and books have remained 
in print and continue to inform and influ-
ence generations of preachers.

How are we to explain the extent of his 
ministry during his life and the far-reaching 
impact that is still being felt? After all, the 
psalmist describes the human condition in 
terms of withering grass and fading flowers 
and observes how it vanishes and its place is 
no longer known. In Spurgeon’s case a num-
ber of places associated with him have been 
marked by plaques and are well-known. For 
example at Isleham Ferry on the River Lark, 
a commemorative stone marks the place of 
his baptism on Friday, May 3, 1850. 

Even famous and influential people may 
be quickly forgotten, yet on the centenary 
of his birth, an overflow crowd filled the 
Royal Albert Hall in London to give thanks 
to God for his life and ministry. The chair-
man on that occasion was none other than 
Prime Minister Ramsay MacDonald! Surely 
Spurgeon would have never imagined that 
almost two hundred years after his birth his 
notes and sermons would form the basis of 
this study Bible. 

The England into which he was born 
was one in which huge economic and so-
cial changes were taking place. Slavery 
was being abolished in most of the Brit-
ish Empire. The houses of parliament 
were all but destroyed by fire, and six Dor-
set farm laborers (the Tolpuddle martyrs) 
were sent to a penal colony for attempt-
ing to form a trade union. By the time he 
came to London, which was inhospitable 
and unhealthy, cholera was rampant and 
took the lives of twenty thousand in 1854 
alone. The Crimean War had broken out 
and in America the Civil War. In the midst 
of these changing and daunting times, Eliza 
Spurgeon gave birth to a boy whose life and 
ministry was to have a dramatic role in the 
formation of the spiritual landscape of his 
day. The unassuming cottage in Kelvedon, 
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Essex, in which he was born, is marked by 
a blue plaque which reads: “Birthplace of 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon, 1834–1892. Bap-
tist Preacher and Philanthropist.”

He was able to trace his roots to Holland 
and to the persecuted Huguenot refugees 
who settled in England in the second half 
of the sixteenth century, having been forced 
out by the Roman Catholic Duke of Alva. 
Spurgeon regarded his heritage with pride, 
and in the course of a sermon on Song of 
Solomon 1:6, entitled, “The Unkept Vineyard 
or Personal Work Neglected,” he observed, 
“Our Puritan forefathers were strong men 
because they lived on the Scriptures.” His 
father, John, and his grandfather, James, 
were nonconformist ministers, and in that 
context he immersed himself in Bunyan’s 
Pilgrim’s Progress and regarded Bunyan 
and others like him as heroes. Convictions 
formed at an early age were deepened with 
time and help explain his strong resistance 
to a diluted Christianity which he detected 
in the Baptist Union’s liberal views of bibli-
cal inspiration and the nature of the atone-
ment. The Downgrade Controversy was to 
cost him dearly, not least of all in physical 
terms. Some suggested that the controver-
sy killed him; and like other brave Protes-
tants before him, he had died “a martyr to 
the faith.”

His conviction about the inerrancy and 
sufficiency of Scripture infused his entire 
ministry. He began his Pastor’s College to 
train men for ministry and to enable them 
to take seriously Paul’s injunction to Timo-
thy to “preach the word” (2Tm 4:2). He wrote 
135 books while pastor of the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle. Over a period of sixteen years 
(1870–1886), he produced his seven exposi-
tory volumes on the Psalms. This “Treasury 
of David,” as he called it remains influen-
tial today. His concern that the seed of the 
Word might be sown in the villages and ru-
ral communities of England led to the estab-
lishment of the Colporteur’s Society. He took 
seriously Paul’s admonition to Titus to see to 
it that “those who have believed God might 

be careful to devote themselves to good 
works” (Ti 3:8). This resulted in providing 
practical care for the elderly and schooling 
for the young. The orphanage he founded 
in 1867 laid the groundwork for a ministry 
supporting children and their families that 
one hundred fifty years later continues to 
declare the good news and to do good deeds. 
Spurgeon would never have countenanced 
any attempt at doing one without the other. 
He was aware of the work of his contempo-
rary, William Booth, the founder of the Sal-
vation Army, and shared his belief that to 
focus on the provision of clothes and shel-
ter, of work and education, to the neglect of 
the gospel, is ultimately to waste your effort.

Each of these areas of gospel engagement 
stem from his pulpit. There more than any-
where we find the measure of the man. 
He had little time for making elaborate at-
tempts to defend the Bible from the attacks 
of those who doubted its accuracy and re-
jected its authority. Spurgeon famously ob-
served that the Word of God is like a lion. 
You do not have to defend it but need only 
let it loose and it will defend itself. He was 
convinced the Word of God can take care of 
itself and that the answer to every objection 
against the Bible is the Bible. 

Outside the houses of parliament in Lon-
don is a statue of Richard 1 on his horse. He 
was known as Richard Coeur de Lion (the 
Lionheart) on account of his having been 
a brave warrior and a great leader. What 
was said of him in the twelfth century was 
true of Spurgeon in the nineteenth century. 
In spiritual terms he was lionhearted and 
shared the characteristics of a Baptist many 
years before—the most famous Baptist of 
all, John.

John was a strange man working in a 
strange place. In the Gospels little is said 
about dress, and so when it is mentioned, 
we are supposed to pay attention, as in the 
case of John’s garment of camel hair and 
his leather belt. He was preaching in a loca-
tion which was not ideal. Nevertheless vast 
crowds were flocking to hear him preach.

biographyV
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When Spurgeon arrived in London on Sat-
urday, December 17, 1853, it would have been 
hard to imagine a more dingy, uninviting, and 
repelling region than the location of the New 
Park Street Chapel. London, on account of the 
prevalence of disease, was known as the city 
of death. Charles himself was striking in his 
uncouth appearance. Susannah’s first im-
pression was unfavorable. He appeared to her 
to be arrogant. His clothes looked as though 
they had been fashioned by a second-rate 
country tailor, and around his neck he wore 
a large piece of black satin that had seen bet-
ter days. Yet his reputation as a preacher 
grew, the chapel had to be enlarged in 1855, 
and then in 1861 the Metropolitan Chapel was 
built with a seating capacity of forty six hun-
dred and standing room for another thou-
sand. That would soon prove inadequate in 
coping with the crowds that came to hear the 
most famous preacher in England.

Spurgeon had received no formal theo-
logical education, but like John his ministry 
was marked by an authority that was not 
his own. John’s arrival was such that peo-
ple wondered what he would be because 
there was an awareness that the hand of 
the Lord was with him. In Spurgeon’s case 
there is the record of the “prophetic” word 
from Richard Knill declaring that this child 
Charles would one day preach the gospel 
to multitudes. Spurgeon possessed pecu-
liar natural abilities, which had been com-
bined with diligent study, but the real key to 
his usefulness lay in his being aware of the 
fact that, like John, he was an ambassador 
for God. Knowing that God’s hand rests on 
those of a contrite spirit, he reminded his 
students: we must not trifle, but we must 
tremble at God’s Word.

When the religious leaders came press-
ing John to identify himself by explaining 
his significance, he frustrated them by his 
response. He was, he said, the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness. Elsewhere he is de-
scribed as a light shining or a finger pointing 
away from himself to the Lord Jesus. Spur-
geon shares this selflessness and humility. 

“God has not come to exalt us but to exalt 
Him.” On the occasion of his twenty-fifth 
anniversary celebration at the Metropoli-
tan Tabernacle, it was apparent that he was 
distinctly uncomfortable with the attention 
and adulation he was receiving. He was con-
cerned to avoid all self-praise. This humility 
was known by his flock upon whose prayers 
he depended. “May God help me if you cease 
to pray for me. Let me know the day, and I 
must cease to preach.” Like Paul he under-
stood that while one may plant or water, only 
God can make things grow.

Alongside God-given authority and gen-
uine humility, we are aware of his person-
al integrity. John not only declares Jesus as 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world but in a different context enquires 
whether Jesus is actually the promised Mes-
siah or they should be looking for another. 
He displays the character of uncorrupted vir-
tue in as much as he does not seek to hide his 
uncertainty but is instead honest. Similarly 
Spurgeon’s integrity is displayed not just in 
his unequivocal declarations but also in his 
willingness to admit to the fact that “days of 
darkness still come o’er me” (Francis Rowley, 
“I Will Sing the Wondrous Story”). He shared 
with Winston Churchill the experience of 
what the latter referred to as “Dog Days.” 
Overwhelmed by his responsibilities and 
the vastness of his congregation, Spurgeon 
admitted to feeling that he would rather be 
flogged than face the crowd again. He knew 
there is no ideal place to serve God except the 
place He sets you down, and yet he wished 
sometimes for a small church with just two 
or three hundred souls to pastor. Sermon 
preparation and decisions about which pas-
sage to take were, he acknowledged, stress-
ful. His integrity is revealed in the way he was 
both clear in his convictions and yet willing 
to be honest about his struggles.

No one could accuse either John or 
Charles of cowardice. John was prepared 
to challenge the religious hypocrisy by re-
ferring to the Pharisees and Sadducees as a 
“brood of vipers” (Mt 3:7). He also took on the 

biography VI
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immorality of Herod by pointing out that it 
was not lawful for him to have his brother’s 
wife. We may question his timing but not his 
courage. Charles was equally brave in his 
pulpit. “I am not very particular about how 
I preach. I have not courted any man’s love; 
I asked no man to attend to my ministry; I 
preach what I like, when I like and as I like.”

He was prepared to risk friendship by 
pointing out sham and pretense in his fel-
low clergy. His bravery in the face of great 
opposition in the Downgrade Controversy is 
well recorded. This factor is tied to the last. 
When the opponents came against Nehe-
miah, he was able to stand his ground and 
be brave because he knew that nothing like 
what they were claiming was actually hap-
pening. Similarly Spurgeon was able to hold 
his own because he had been watching his 
life and doctrine closely.

One final point of similarity between 
these two famous Baptists is their help-
ful simplicity. John the Baptist provides a 
model of such simplicity. When they asked 
him what should be done in response to his 
preaching, he told them simply, “Repent and 
be baptized” (Ac 2:38), and he left them in 
no doubt concerning the identity of Jesus, 
“Here is the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29). Spurgeon 
had a phenomenal grasp of theology, and 
his reading had afforded him a breadth of 
insight matched by few, but when it came to 
opening up the Scriptures, he was a master 
of clarity and simplicity. He warned his stu-
dents about going down among miners with 
technical theological terms and high-sound-
ing phraseology. To do so, he said, was to act 
like an idiot. His John Ploughman’s Talk and 
Pictures is filled with proverbs and practi-
cal wisdom and provided “plain advice for 
plain people.” Just how helpful and effec-
tive it was is seen in the fact that it sold in 
the hundreds of thousands. 

Perhaps Spurgeon was influenced in 
part by the recollection of his conversion. 

He often referred to that bitter cold and 
snowy morning in January 1850 when in a 
sparse congregation in a primitive Method-
ist chapel, the preacher, whose name we do 
not know, urged his listeners to heed God’s 
Word through Isaiah, “Turn to me and be 
saved, all the ends of the earth” (Is 45:22). 
The man cried out, “Look, Look, Look! It is 
only look!” And Spurgeon recalled, “I at once 
saw the way of salvation. Oh how I did leap 
for joy at that moment.” 

Similarly Spurgeon’s preaching was plain 
and simply Christocentric. He made clear 
that he had never found a text that did not 
have a road to Christ, and that were he to 
find such a text, he would make a road go-
ing over hedge and ditch to “get at my Mas-
ter.” He was convinced the sermon could not 
do any good unless the savor of Christ is in 
it. Spurgeon was in no doubt, and left his 
hearers in no doubt, that “He is able to save 
completely those who come to God through 
him” (Heb 7:25).

Toward the end of his life, he remarked 
to his private secretary Joseph Harrald, 
that when the time came, he did not wish 
for any fuss but just his initials and dates 
on the tombstone. Clearly that did not hap-
pen because a significant monument marks 
his grave. And though he may not have liked 
that, he would, no doubt, have been happy 
with the verse of the hymn because he knew 
a day was coming for him, when again from 
Cowper’s hymn, he would sing as he had 
never sung:

	� Then in a nobler, sweeter  
  song

	 I’ll sing Thy power to save,
	� When this poor lisping,  

  stammering tongue
	� Lies silent in the grave. 

(William Cowper, “There Is a Fountain 
Filled with Blood”)

biographyVII
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The Lost Sermons of Spurgeon
Readers will find twenty of Charles Spurgeon’s earliest sermon manuscripts from 
The Lost Sermons of C.H. Spurgeon: His Earliest Outlines and Sermons Between 1851 
and 1854, Volume 1 (B&H Academic, 2017) throughout the CSB Spurgeon Study Bible. 
The sermon numbers on these pages are retained from that work. The title, Scrip-
ture, and page numbers for each sermon are provided below.

Old Testament
The First Promise — Genesis 3:15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              4

An Exhortation to  
Bravery — Deuteronomy 20:1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .248

The Father and the  
Children — 2 Samuel 7:14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    396

The Affliction of  
Ahaz — 2 Chronicles 28:22. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   578

Christian Prosperity and  
Its Causes — Psalm 1:1-3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     692
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Introduction to the  
Christian Standard Bible®

The Bible is God’s revelation to humanity. It is our only source for completely reliable information about 
God, what happens when we die, and where history is headed. The Bible reveals these things because it 
is God’s inspired Word, inerrant in the original manuscripts. Bible translation brings God’s Word from 
the ancient languages (Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic) into today’s world. In dependence on God’s Spirit 
to accomplish this sacred task, the CSB Translation Oversight Committee and Holman Bible Publishers 
present the Christian Standard Bible.

Textual Base of the CSB
The textual base for the New Testament (NT) is the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th edi-
tion, and the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament, 5th corrected edition. The text for the Old 
Testament (OT) is the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5th edition. 

Where there are significant differences among Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek manuscripts, the trans-
lators follow what they believe is the original reading and indicate the main alternative(s) in footnotes. 
The CSB uses the traditional verse divisions found in most Protestant Bibles.

Goals of This Translation
• Provide English-speaking people worldwide with an accurate translation in contemporary English.
• Provide an accurate translation for personal study, sermon preparation, private devotions, and 

memorization.
• Provide a text that is clear and understandable, suitable for public reading, and shareable so that

all may access its life-giving message.
• Affirm the authority of Scripture and champion its absolute truth against skeptical viewpoints.

Translation Philosophy of the Christian Standard Bible
Most discussions of Bible translations speak of two opposite approaches: formal equivalence and dy-
namic equivalence. This terminology is meaningful, but Bible translations cannot be neatly sorted into 
these two categories. There is room for another category of translation philosophy that capitalizes on 
the strengths of the other two.

1. Formal Equivalence:

Often called “word-for-word” (or “literal”) translation, the principle of formal equivalence seeks as 
nearly as possible to preserve the structure of the original language. It seeks to represent each word
of the original text with an exact equivalent word in the translation so that the reader can see word 
for word what the original human author wrote. The merits of this approach include its consistency 
with the conviction that the Holy Spirit did inspire the very words of Scripture in the original manu-
scripts. It also provides the English Bible student some access to the structure of the text in the original 
language. Formal equivalence can achieve accuracy to the degree that English has an exact equiv-
alent for each word and that the grammatical patterns of the original language can be reproduced 
in understandable English. However, it can sometimes result in awkward, if not incomprehensible, 
English or in a misunderstanding of the author’s intent. The literal rendering of ancient idioms is es-
pecially difficult.

2. Dynamic or Functional Equivalence:

Often called “thought-for-thought” translation, the principle of dynamic equivalence rejects as mis-
guided the attempt to preserve the structure of the original language. It proceeds by extracting the 
meaning of a text from its form and then translating that meaning so that it makes the same impact on 
modern readers that the ancient text made on its original readers. Strengths of this approach include 
a high degree of clarity and readability, especially in places where the original is difficult to render 
word for word. It also acknowledges that accurate and effective translation may require interpreta-
tion. However, the meaning of a text cannot always be neatly separated from its form, nor can it always 
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be precisely determined. A biblical author may have intended multiple meanings, but these may be 
lost with the elimination of normal structures. In striving for readability, dynamic equivalence also 
sometimes overlooks and loses some of the less prominent elements of meaning. Furthermore, lack 
of formal correspondence to the original makes it difficult to verify accuracy and thus can affect the 
usefulness of the translation for in-depth Bible study.

3. Optimal Equivalence:

In practice, translations are seldom if ever purely formal or dynamic but favor one theory of Bible 
translation or the other to varying degrees. Optimal equivalence as a translation philosophy recog-
nizes that form cannot always be neatly separated from meaning and should not be changed unless 
comprehension demands it. The primary goal of translation is to convey the sense of the original 
with as much clarity as the original text and the translation language permit. Optimal equivalence 
appreciates the goals of formal equivalence but also recognizes its limitations. 

Optimal equivalence starts with an exhaustive analysis of the text at every level (word, phrase,
clause, sentence, discourse) in the original language to determine its original meaning and intention
(or purpose). Then, relying on the latest and best language tools and experts, the nearest correspond-
ing semantic and linguistic equivalents are used to convey as much of the information and intention 
of the original text with as much clarity and readability as possible. This process assures the maxi-
mum transfer of both the words and the thoughts contained in the original.

The CSB uses optimal equivalence as its translation philosophy. In the many places throughout the 
Bible where a word-for-word rendering is understandable, a literal translation is used. When a word-
for-word rendering might obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a more dynamic translation 
is used. The Christian Standard Bible places equal value on fidelity to the original and readability for 
a modern audience, resulting in a translation that achieves both goals.

The Gender Language Use in Bible Translation
The goal of the translators of the Christian Standard Bible has not been to promote a cultural ide-
ology but to translate the Bible faithfully. Recognizing modern usage of English, the CSB regularly 
translates the plural of the Greek word ανθρωπος (“man”) as “people” instead of “men,” and occasion-
ally the singular as “one,” “someone,” or “everyone,” when the supporting pronouns in the original 
languages validate such a translation. While the CSB avoids using “he” or “him” unnecessarily, the 
translation does not restructure sentences to avoid them when they are in the text. 

History of the CSB
After several years of preliminary development, Holman Bible Publishers, the oldest Bible publisher in 
North America, assembled an international, interdenominational team of one hundred scholars, edi-
tors, stylists, and proofreaders, all of whom were committed to biblical inerrancy. Outside consultants 
and reviewers contributed valuable suggestions from their areas of expertise. Working from the orig-
inal languages, an executive team of translators edited, polished, and reviewed the final manuscript, 
which was first published as the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB) in 2004.

A standing committee was also formed to maintain the HCSB translation and look for ways to im-
prove readability without compromising accuracy. As with the original translation team, the com-
mittee that prepared this revision of the HCSB, renamed the Christian Standard Bible, is international 
and interdenominational, comprising evangelical scholars who honor the inspiration and authority 
of God’s written Word.

Traditional Features Found in the CSB
In keeping with a long line of Bible publications, the CSB has retained a number of features found in 
traditional Bibles:

1. Traditional theological vocabulary (for example, justification, sanctification, redemption) has been 
retained since such terms have no other translation equivalent that adequately communicates
their exact meaning.

2. Traditional spellings of names and places found in most Bibles have been used to make the CSB
compatible with most Bible study tools.

introduction XIV
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3. Some editions of the CSB will print the words of Christ in red letters to help readers easily locate
the spoken words of the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Descriptive headings, printed above each section of Scripture, help readers quickly identify the
contents of that section.

5. OT passages quoted in the NT are indicated. In the CSB, they are set in boldface type.

How the Names of God Are Translated
The Christian Standard Bible consistently translates the Hebrew names for God as follows:

Hebrew original:	 CSB English:
Elohim	 God
YHWH (Yahweh) Lord
Adonai	 Lord
Adonai Yahweh	 Lord God
Yahweh Sabaoth	 Lord of Armies
El Shaddai	 God Almighty

Footnotes
Footnotes are used to show readers how the original biblical language has been understood in the CSB.

1. Old Testament (OT) Textual Footnotes
OT textual notes show important differences among Hebrew (Hb) manuscripts and ancient OT 
versions, such as the Septuagint and the Vulgate. See the list of abbreviations on page XVII for a
list of other ancient versions used.

Some OT textual notes (like NT textual notes) give only an alternate textual reading. However, 
other OT textual notes also give the support for the reading chosen by the editors as well as for
the alternate textual reading. For example, the CSB text of Psalm 12:7 reads,

You, Lord, will guard us;
you will protect usA  

from this generation forever.

The textual footnote for this verse reads,

A 12:7 Some Hb mss, LXX; other Hb mss read him

The textual note in this example means that there are two different readings found in the Hebrew 
manuscripts: some manuscripts read us and others read him. The CSB translators chose the reading us, 
which is also found in the Septuagint (LXX), and placed the other Hebrew reading him in the footnote.

Two other kinds OT textual notes are

Alt Hb tradition reads ____
a variation given by scribes in the Hebrew manuscript tradition (known as Kethiv/Qere 
and Tiqqune Sopherim readings)

Hb uncertain
when it is unclear what the original Hebrew text was

2. New Testament (NT) Textual Footnotes
NT textual notes indicate significant differences among Greek manuscripts (mss) and are normal-
ly indicated in one of three ways:

Other mss read ______
Other mss add  ______
Other mss omit ______

introductionXV
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In the NT, some textual footnotes that use the word “add” or “omit” also have square brackets be-
fore and after the corresponding verses in the biblical text. Examples of this use of square brack-
ets are Mark 16:9-20 and John 7:53–8:11.

3. Other Kinds of Footnotes
Lit ____	 a more literal rendering in English of the Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek text

Or ____	� an alternate or less likely English translation of the same Hebrew, Aramaic, 
or Greek text

=	� an abbreviation for “it means” or “it is equivalent to”

Hb, Aramaic, Gk	� the actual Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek word is given using equivalent  
English letters

Hb obscure 	� the existing Hebrew text is especially difficult to translate

emend(ed) to ____	� the original Hebrew text is so difficult to translate that competent schol-
ars have conjectured or inferred a restoration of the original text based 
on the context, probable root meanings of the words, and uses in com-
parative languages

In some editions of the CSB, additional footnotes clarify the meaning of certain biblical texts or explain 
biblical history, persons, customs, places, activities, and measurements. Cross references are given for 
parallel passages or passages with similar wording, and in the NT, for passages quoted from the OT.

introduction XVI
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Abbreviations in CSB Bibles
AD		 In the year of our Lord
BC		  before Christ
c. century
ca		  circa
chap(s).	 chapter(s)
cp.		 compare
DSS	 Dead Sea Scrolls
e.g.		 for example
Eng	 English
etc.	 et cetera
Gk Greek
Hb Hebrew
i.e.		 that is
Lat Latin
lit Literal(ly)
LXX 	�Septuagint—an ancient translation of 

the Old Testament into Greek
MT		 Masoretic Text
NT		 New Testament
ms(s)	 manuscript(s)
OT		 Old Testament
pl.		  plural
Ps(s)	 Psalm(s)
Sam	 Samaritan Pentateuch
sg.		  singular
Sym	 Symmachus
Syr		 Syriac
Tg 		 Targum
Theod	 Theodotian
v./vv.	 verse, verses
Vg		� Vulgate—an ancient translation of the 

Bible into Latin
vol(s).	 volume(s)
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preface to the  
SPURGEON study bible

Charles Haddon Spurgeon, “the prince 
of preachers,” is perhaps the most widely 
known and read gospel preacher of all time. 
His sermons were printed and made avail-
able for purchase (for one penny) almost 
immediately after he preached them. They 
have continued to be available for over 150 
years and number about 4,000. They have 
been translated into at least 33 foreign  
languages. Over 100 years after his death, 
few weeks go by without his words ringing 
out from a pulpit somewhere. In addition to 
being a preacher, he was a philanthropist 
(establishing and supporting an orphanage 
and other ministries), an educator (found-
ing the “Pastor’s College), and an author 
of 135 books. His mastery of the English  
language was remarkable for its clarity and 
simplicity and still has the power to move 
us to tears of joy in our Savior. 

Most of the sermons collected and  
excerpted here were obtained from the 
3,563 sermons available at spurgeongems.
org, operated by Eternal Life Ministries. 
See also spurgeon.org, operated by the 
Spurgeon Center for Biblical Preaching at 
Midwestern Seminary. All of Spurgeon’s 
sermons could not be used for this project. 
The ones used were chosen because the ed-
itors felt they best fit the needs of the read-
ers of a study Bible. Excerpts were chosen 
that best hit the target of commenting on 
the meaning or application of the biblical 
text. Ellipses are not generally marked un-
less they are in the biblical text.

The sermons at spurgeongems.org have 
already been “updated to today’s language.” 
Nevertheless, they have been further up-
dated for this project. Antiquated terms,  
grammar, capitalization, and punctuation 

have been changed to fit contemporary 
usage. The term “shambles,” for exam-
ple, has been changed to “butcher shop,” 
“round about” to “around,” “fetters” to 
“chains,” “hearken” to “listen,” “quicken” 
to “make alive,” “bastille” to “prison,” and 
“terra firma” to “solid ground.” Sometimes, 
Spurgeon’s wording has been retained 
but followed by an explanation in brack-
ets, such as when he alludes (at Ezk 47:8) 
to the “Chamber of Horrors,” one of the at-
tractions at Madame Tussauds in London, 
which opened in 1802. Comments in brack-
ets have also been added to clarify an an-
tecedent either in Spurgeon or in a quoted 
biblical text.

Other comments are added to summarize 
a long paragraph and contextualize a quote. 
Longer comments are in parentheses or 
brackets beginning with “ED:” indicating a 
comment by the editor. For example, at Gn 
24:4-8 is found the comment, (ED: Spurgeon 
works out an analogy between Abraham’s 
servant and his mission to find a wife for 
Isaac, and the minister of the gospel and 
his mission to find souls for Jesus. Then he 
states:). 

Spurgeon, of course, used the KJV, so bib-
lical quotations had to be changed to CSB. 
This sometimes required adding a brack-
eted comment explaining how Spurgeon’s 
discussion relates to the biblical text. Since 
he did not usually give citations for his bib-
lical quotations, these have also been added 
for the sake of the reader. 

The editors pray that these changes 
will serve to introduce Spurgeon to new  
audiences who can thereby benefit from 
and be inspired and instructed by this gift-
ed giant from a former era of the church.
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Introduction to

Genesis
Circumstances of Writing
Since pre-Christian times authorship of the Torah, the 
first five books of the Bible, has been attributed to Mo-
ses, an enormously influential Israelite leader from 
the second millennium BC with an aristocratic Egyp-
tian background. Even though Genesis is technically 
anonymous, both the Old and New Testaments unan-
imously recognize Moses as the Torah’s author (Jos 
8:35; 2Ch 23:18; Neh 8:1; Mk 12:19,26; Lk 2:22; Rm 10:5; 
Heb 10:28). At the same time, evidence in Genesis sug-
gests that minor editorial changes dating to ancient 
times have been inserted into the text. Examples in-
clude the mention of “Dan” (14:14), a city that was not 
named until the days of the judges (Jdg 18:29), and the 
use of a phrase that assumed the existence of Israelite 
kings (Gn 36:31).

The Torah (a Hebrew term for law) was seen as one 
unit until at least the second century BC. Sometime pri-
or to the birth of Christ, the Torah was divided into five 
separate books, later referred to as the Pentateuch (lit 
“five vessels”). Genesis, the first book of the Torah, pro-
vides both the universal history of humankind and the 
patriarchal history of the nation of Israel. The first sec-
tion (chaps. 1–11) is a general history commonly called 
the “primeval history,” showing how all humanity de-
scended from one couple and became sinners. The sec-
ond section (chaps. 12–50) is a more specific history 
commonly referred to as the “patriarchal history,” 
focusing on the covenant God made with Abraham 
and his descendants: Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob’s twelve 
sons. Genesis unfolds God’s plan to bless and redeem 
humanity through Abraham’s descendants. The book 
concludes with the events that led to the Israelites be-
ing in the land of Egypt.

Contribution to the Bible
Genesis lays the groundwork for everything else we 
read and experience in Scripture. Through Genesis 
we understand where we came from, how we got in 
the fallen state we are in, and the beginnings of God’s 

gracious work on our behalf. Genesis unfolds God’s 
original purpose for humanity.

Genesis provides the foundation from which we 
understand God’s covenant with Israel that was es-
tablished with the giving of the Law. For the Israelite 
community, the stories of the origins of humanity, sin, 
and the covenant relationship with God helped them 
understand why God gave them the Law.

Structure
Genesis is chiefly a narrative. From a narrative stand-
point, God is the only true hero of the Bible, and the 
book of Genesis has the distinct privilege of introduc-
ing him. God is the first subject of a verb in the book 
and is mentioned more frequently than any other 
character in the Bible. The content of the first elev-
en chapters is distinct from the patriarchal stories 
in chapters 12–50. The primary literary device is the 
catchphrase “these are the family records.” The phrase 
is broader in meaning than simply “generation,” and 
refers more to a narrative account. This was a common 
practice in ancient Near East writings. This phrase 
also serves as a link between the key person in the 
previous narrative and the one anticipated in the next 
section. Genesis could be described as historical gene-
alogy, which ties together creation and human history 
in one continuum.

Spurgeon on Genesis
“In the beginning.” When that beginning was we can-
not tell. It may have been long ages before God fitted 
up this world for the abode of man, but it was not 
self-existent. It was created by God; it sprang from the 
will and the word of the all-wise Creator. When God 
began to arrange this world in order, it was shroud-
ed in darkness, and it had been reduced to what we 
call, for lack of a better name, chaos. This is just the 
condition of every soul of man when God begins to 
deal with him in his grace; it is formless and empty 
of all good things.
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The Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heav
ens and the earth. a

2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness covered the surface of the watery 
depths, and the Spirit of God was hover
ing over the surface of the waters. 3 Then 
God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light “day,” and the dark
ness he called “night.” There was an eve
ning, and there was a morning: one day.

6 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse 
between the waters, separating water 
from water.” 7 So God made the expanse 
and separated the water under the ex
panse from the water above the expanse. 
And it was so. 8 God called the expanse 
“sky.” b Evening came and then morning: 
the second day.

9 Then God said, “Let the water under 
the sky be gathered into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God 
called the dry land “earth,” and the gather
ing of the water he called “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let 
the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and fruit trees on the earth bearing 

fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 12 The earth produced 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants according 
to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with 
seed in it according to their kinds. And God 

   

1:1 “In the beginning.” When 
that beginning was we can-
not tell. It may have been long 
ages before God fitted up this 
world for the abode of man, 
but it was not self-existent. It 
was created by God; it sprang 
from the will and the word of 
the all-wise Creator.

1:2 “Formless and empty.” 
When God began to arrange 
this world in order, it was 
shrouded in darkness, and it 
had been reduced to what we 
call, for lack of a better name, 
chaos. This is just the condition 
of every soul of man when God 
begins to deal with him in his 
grace; it is formless and empty 
of all good things.

1:3-4 “Let there be light.” God 
had but to speak the word, and 
the great wonder was accom-
plished. How there was light 

before there was any sun, for 
the sun was not created until 
the fourth day of the week, 
is not for us to say. But God 
is not dependent on his own 
creation. He can make light 
without a sun. He can spread 
the gospel without the aid 
of ministers; he can convert 
souls without any human or 
angelic method, for he does as 
he wills in the heavens above 
and on the earth beneath.

1:5 “God called the light ‘day.’” 
Darkness first and light after-
wards. It is so with us spiritual-
ly—first darkness, then light. 
I suppose that until we get to 
heaven, there will be both 
darkness and light in us. And 
as to God’s providential deal-
ings, we must expect darkness 
as well as light. They will make 
up our first day and our last 

day, till we get where there are 
no days but the Ancient of Days.

1:6-8 “Let there be an ex-
panse.” Note those four words, 
“and it was so.” Whatever God 
ordains always comes. It is 
true of all his promises that 
whatever he has said will be 
fulfilled, and we will one day 
say of it all, “And it was so.” 
It is equally certain concern-
ing all his threats that what 
he has spoken will certainly 
be fulfilled, and the ungodly 
will have to say, “And it was 
so.” These words are often re-
peated in this chapter. They 
convey to us the great lesson 
that the Word of God is sure 
to be followed by the deed of 
God. He speaks and it is done.

1:9-13 “Let the earth pro-
duce vegetation.” What a 
strange place this world 
must have been with its 
plains and hills and rooks 
and vales without one single 
blade of grass, or a tree, or a 
shrub! So at once, before that 
day was over, God threw the 
mantle of verdure over the 
earth and clad its mountains 
and valleys with forests and 
plants and flowers, as if to 
show us that the fruitless is 
uncomely in God’s sight, that 
the man who bears no fruit 
unto God is unendurable to 
him. There would be no beau-
ty whatever in a Christian 
without any good works and 
with no graces. 

a 1:1 Or created the universe    b 1:8 Or “heavens.”

How there  was light  before  
there  was any sun, for the  
sun was not  created until  
the  fourth day of the  week, is 

not  for u s to say. But  God 
is not  dependent  on his o wn 
creation. He  can make  
light  without  a sun. He  
can spread the  gospel  without  
the  aid  of ministers; he  can 
convert  soul s without  any 
hu man or angelic  method, for 
he  does as he  will s in the  
heavens above  and on the  
earth beneath.

quote 1:3-4

2Genesis 1
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saw that it was good. 13 Evening came and 
then morning: the third day.

14 Then God said, “Let there be lights 
in the expanse of the sky to separate 
the day from the night. They will serve 
as signs for seasons  a and for days and 
years. 15 They will be lights in the expanse 
of the sky to provide light on the earth.” 
And it was so. 16 God made the two great 
lights ​— ​the greater light to rule over the 
day and the lesser light to rule over the 
night ​— ​as well as the stars. 17 God placed 
them in the expanse of the sky to pro
vide light on the earth, 18 to rule the day 
and the night, and to separate light from 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 
19 Evening came and then morning: the 
fourth day.

20 Then God said, “Let the water swarm 
with b living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the expanse of the 
sky.” 21 So God created the large sea-crea-
tures c and every living creature that moves 
and swarms in the water, according to their 
kinds. He also created every winged crea
ture according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good. 22 God blessed them: “Be 
fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of 
the seas, and let the birds multiply on the 
earth.” 23 Evening came and then morning: 
the fifth day.

24 Then God said, “Let the earth produce 
living creatures according to their kinds: 
livestock, creatures that crawl, and the 
wildlife of the earth according to their 
kinds.” And it was so. 25 So God made the 
wildlife of the earth according to their 

kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that crawl on 
the ground according to their kinds. And 
God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, “Let us make man d in e 
our image, according to our likeness. They 
will rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
sky, the livestock, the whole earth, f and the 
creatures that crawl g on the earth.”
	 27	 So God created man 

in his own image;
		  he created him in h the image of God;
		  he created them male and female.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and sub
due it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of 
the sky, and every creature that crawls i on 
the earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I have 
given you every seed-bearing plant on the 
surface of the entire earth and every tree 
whose fruit contains seed. This will be food 
for you, 30 for all the wildlife of the earth, 
for every bird of the sky, and for every crea
ture that crawls on the earth ​— ​everything 
having the breath of life in it ​— ​I have giv
en j every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it 
was very good indeed. Evening came and 
then morning: the sixth day.

2 So the heavens and the earth and ev
erything in them were completed. 2 On 

the seventh k day God had completed his 
work that he had done, and he rested l on 
the seventh day from all his work that he 
had done. 3 God blessed the seventh day 
and declared it holy, for on it he rested from 
all his work of creation. m

   

1:24-25 “God saw that it was 
good.” After each day’s work, 
God looks on it; and it is well 
for us, every night, to review 
our day’s work. Some people’s 
work will not bear looking at 
and tomorrow becomes all the 
worse to them because today 
was not considered and its sin 
repented of by them. But if we 
mark the errors of today, a rep-
etition of them may be avoided 
tomorrow. Only God can look 
on a day’s work and say of it, as 

a whole and in every part, that 
it is good. As for us, our best 
things need sprinkling with 
the blood of Christ, which we 
need not only on the lintels and 
side posts of our house but even 
on the altar and the mercy seat 
at which we worship God.

1:26-28 “Let us make man in 
our image.” The earth is com-
pleted now that man has come 
upon it, and man is completed 
when the image of God is upon 
him, when Christ is formed in 

him the hope of glory, but not 
till then. When we have re-
ceived the power of God and 
have dominion over ourselves 

and over all earthly things 
in the power of God’s eternal 
Spirit, then are we where and 
what God intends us to be. 

a 1:14 Or for the appointed times    b 1:20 Lit with swarms of    
c 1:21 Or created sea monsters    d 1:26 Or human beings ; Hb 
‘adam, also in v. 27    e 1:26 Or as    f 1:26 Syr reads sky, and over 
every animal of the land    g 1:26 Or scurry    h 1:27 Or man as 
his own image; he created him as    i 1:28 Or and all scurrying 
animals    j 1:30 I have given added for clarity    k 2:2 Sam,  
LXX, Syr read sixth    l 2:2 Or ceased, also in v. 3    m 2:3 Lit work 
that God created to make

3 Genesis 1-2

spurgeon_sb.indb   3 07/07/2017   11.50



59genesis 3:15 sermonthe first promise

spurgeon_sb.indb   4 07/07/2017   11.50



59

The First Promise
GENESIS 3:15

“And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed  
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

This is a most glorious promise, the first and only one until the time of Abraham.  
We will notice:

I.	 The occasion of its gift by making some remarks on the 
preceding verses.

II.	 The Characters mentioned.
Jesus and his elect, the seed of the woman, all who believe on and partake [of] 
the spirit of Jesus, Satan and the wicked who bear a likeness to him, Scoff-
ers, Sinners, Self righteous, Rejecters of the gospel. Between these two parties 
there is a conflict.

III.	 The bruising of the heel or the inferior nature.
1. 	 In the temptation, suffering, and death of Jesus.
2. 	 In the persecution of God’s people.
3. 	� In the struggle of every Christian’s heart. “Bruising the heel” is painful. 

Difficult it makes the way. But it is not fatal. Distress, but not death.

IV.	 The bruising of the head of the serpent and his seed.
1.	 In the triumph of Jesus and Satan’s confinement in the pit.
2.	 In the salvation of all the elect.
3.	� In the overthrow of hell’s dominion in the world and the establishment of 

the kingdom of righteousness.

1.	 We must look for trial.
2.	 And as surely as that comes will final triumph come.

82.	 480.

genesis 3:15 sermonthe first promise
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Man and Woman in the Garden
4 These are the records of the heavens and 
the earth, concerning their creation. At the 
time a that the Lord God made the earth and 
the heavens, 5 no shrub of the field had yet 
grown on the land, b and no plant of the field 
had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not 
made it rain on the land, and there was no 
man to work the ground. 6 But mist would 
come up from the earth and water all the 
ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed the 
man out of the dust from the ground and 
breathed the breath of life into his nostrils, 
and the man became a living being.

8 The Lord God planted a garden in Eden, 
in the east, and there he placed the man he 
had formed. 9 The Lord God caused to grow 
out of the ground every tree pleasing in ap
pearance and good for food, including the 
tree of life in the middle of the garden, as 
well as the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil.

10 A river went c out from Eden to water 
the garden. From there it divided and be
came the source of four rivers. d 11 The name 
of the first is Pishon, which flows through 
the entire land of Havilah, e where there is 
gold. 12 Gold from that land is pure; f bdelli
um g and onyx h are also there. 13 The name 
of the second river is Gihon, which flows 
through the entire land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the third river is Tigris, which runs 
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the 
Euphrates.

15 The Lord God took the man and placed 
him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
watch over it. 16 And the Lord God com
manded the man, “You are free to eat from 
any tree of the garden, 17 but you must not 
eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for on the day you eat from 

it, you will certainly die.” 18 Then the Lord 
God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a helper corresponding 
to him.” 19 The Lord God formed out of the 
ground every wild animal and every bird 
of the sky, and brought each to the man to 
see what he would call it. And whatever the 
man called a living creature, that was its 
name. 20 The man gave names to all the live
stock, to the birds of the sky, and to every 
wild animal; but for the man i no helper was 
found corresponding to him. 21 So the Lord 
God caused a deep sleep to come over the 
man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs 
and closed the flesh at that place. 22 Then 
the Lord God made the rib he had taken 
from the man into a woman and brought 
her to the man. 23 And the man said:
		  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
		  and flesh of my flesh;
		  this one will be called “woman,”
		  for she was taken from man.

24 This is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and bonds with his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 25 Both the man and his 
wife were naked, yet felt no shame.

The Temptation and the Fall

3 Now the serpent was the most cun
ning of all the wild animals that the 

Lord God had made. He said to the wom
an, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from 
any tree in the garden’? ”

   

3:1 “Now the serpent was the 
most cunning of all the wild 
animals.” The only way to re-
pel Satan’s subtlety is by ac-
quiring true wisdom. Again I 
repeat it: man has none of that 
in himself. What then? Herein 
is true wisdom. If we would 

successfully wrestle with Sa-
tan, we must make the Holy 
Scriptures our daily resort. Out 
of this sacred book we must 
continually draw our armor 
and our ammunition. We must 
lay hold on the glorious doc-
trines of God’s Word—make 

them our daily meat and drink. 
So will we be strong to resist 

the devil and joyful in discov-
ering that he will flee.

a 2:4 Lit creation on the day    b 2:5 Or earth    c 2:10 Or goes    
d 2:10 Lit became four heads    e 2:11 Or of the Havilah     
f 2:12 Lit good    g 2:12 A yellowish, transparent gum resin     
h 2:12 Identity of this precious stone uncertain    i 2:20 Or for Adam

The  onl y way to repel  
Satan’s subtlet y is by 

ac quiring true  wisdom.

quote 3:1

6Genesis 2-3
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2 The woman said to the serpent, “We 
may eat the fruit from the trees in the gar
den. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the 
middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must 
not eat it or touch it, or you will die.’ ”

4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said 
to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that 
when a you eat it your eyes will be opened 
and you will be like God, b knowing good 
and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree 
was good for food and delightful to look 
at, and that it was desirable for obtaining 
wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and 
ate it; she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they 
knew they were naked; so they sewed fig 

leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves.

Sin’s Consequences
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking in the garden at 
the time of the evening breeze, c and they 
hid from the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out to 
the man and said to him, “Where are you? ”

10 And he said, “I heard you d in the gar
den, and I was afraid because I was naked, 
so I hid.”

11 Then he asked, “Who told you that you 
were naked? Did you eat from the tree that 
I commanded you not to eat from? ”

12 The man replied, “The woman you gave 
to be with me ​— ​she gave me some fruit 
from the tree, and I ate.”

13 So the Lord God asked the woman, 
“What is this you have done? ”

And the woman said, “The serpent de
ceived me, and I ate.”

14 So the Lord God said to the serpent:
		  Because you have done this,
		  you are cursed more than 

any livestock
		  and more than any wild animal.
		  You will move on your belly

   

3:8 “The Lord God walking 
in the garden at the time of 
the evening breeze.” It would 
have been the worst thing 
that could have happened to 
our race if God had left this 
planet to take its own course 
and had said, concerning the 
people on it, “I will leave them 
to their own way, for they are 
given over to idols.” But God 
waited until the evening. This 
suggests to me God’s great pa-
tience with the guilty, and it 
should also teach us to be pa-
tient with others. The second 
thing I gather from the Lord’s 
coming to Adam and Eve in 
the evening is his divine care 
for the guilty. He could have 
left them until the morning. 
But God would not leave Adam 
and Eve in suspense through 
the whole night after they had 

sinned against him. He seemed 
to say, “I will not leave them 
all night without the prom-
ise which will brighten their 
gloom.” 

3:9 “Where are you?” God 
makes them realize their lost 
condition. This is implied in 
the question. Adam was lost—
lost to God, lost to holiness, lost 
to happiness. God himself says, 
“Where are you?” That was to 
let Adam know this, “I have 
lost you, Adam. At one time I 
could speak with you as with 
a friend, but I cannot do so 
any longer. You were once my 
obedient child, but you are not 
so now.”

3:11-12 “The woman you gave 
to be with me.” There is no sign 
of true confession here. We can 
see how completely death was 
brought into Adam’s moral na-

ture, for if it had not been so, 
he would have said, “My God, I 
have sinned. Can you and will 
you forgive me?” But instead 
of doing so, he laid the blame 
for his sin on his wife, which 
was an utterly evil action. He 
almost seemed to lay the blame 
on God because he had given 
him the woman to be with him. 
He was guilty of unkindness 
to his wife and of blasphemy 
against his Maker in seeking 
to escape from confessing the 
sin he had committed.

3:13 “What is this you have 
done?” By her action and her 
husband’s, the floodgates had 
been pulled up, and the flood 
of sin had been let loose on 

the world. They had struck a 
match and set the world on fire 
with sin.

3:14-15 “He will strike your 
head, and you will strike his 
heel.” The Lord God did not ask 
the serpent anything, for he 
knew he was a liar. There is no 
creature so degraded as that 
once bright angel who is now 
the devil. That which is foul, 
material, carnal, he delights 
in. And his head is bruised. 
Blessed be the name of the 
woman’s promised seed. The 
old serpent’s head is bruised 
with a fatal bruising, while 
the wounded heel of our Sav-
ior is the joy and delight of our 
hearts.

a 3:5 Lit on the day    b 3:5 Or gods, or divine beings    c 3:8 Lit at 
the wind of the day    d 3:10 Lit the sound of you

However far we may get away from God, we 
will have to come close to him one of these 
days. Like the comet that flies far off from the 
sun, wandering into space for an altogether 
inconceivable distance and yet has to come 
back again—however long the time its circuit 
takes—so we will have to come back to God, 
either willingly, repentantly, believingly, or else 
unwillingly and in chains to receive our sentence 
of doom from the lips of the Almighty whom we 
have provoked to anger by our sin.il
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		  and eat dust all the days of your life.
	 15	 I will put hostility between you 

and the woman,
		  and between your offspring 

and her offspring.
		  He will strike your head,
		  and you will strike his heel.

16 He said to the woman:
		  I will intensify your labor pains;
		  you will bear children with painful 

effort.
		  Your desire will be for your husband,
		  yet he will rule over you.

17 And he said to the man, “Because you 
listened to your wife and ate from the tree 
about which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat 
from it’:
		  The ground is cursed because of you.
		  You will eat from it by means of 

painful labor a

		  all the days of your life.
	 18	 It will produce thorns and thistles 

for you,
		  and you will eat the plants 

of the field.
	 19	 You will eat bread b by the sweat 

of your brow
		  until you return to the ground,
		  since you were taken from it.
		  For you are dust,
		  and you will return to dust.”

20 The man named his wife Eve c because 
she was the mother of all the living. 21 The 

Lord God made clothing from skins for 
the man and his wife, and he clothed 
them.

22 The Lord God said, “Since the man has 
become like one of us, knowing good and 
evil, he must not reach out, take from the 
tree of life, eat, and live forever.” 23 So the 
Lord God sent him away from the garden 
of Eden to work the ground from which 
he was taken. 24 He drove the man out and 
stationed the cherubim and the flaming, 
whirling sword east of the garden of Eden 
to guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain Murders Abel

4 The man was intimate with his wife 
Eve, and she conceived and gave birth 

to Cain. She said, “I have had a male child 
with the Lord’s help.” d 2 She also gave birth 
to his brother Abel. Now Abel became a 
shepherd of flocks, but Cain worked the 
ground. 3 In the course of time Cain pre
sented some of the land’s produce as an 
off ering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also pre
sented an off ering ​— ​some of the firstborn 
of his flock and their fat portions. The Lord 
had regard for Abel and his off ering, 5 but 
he did not have regard for Cain and his of
fering. Cain was furious, and he looked de
spondent. e

6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are 
you furious? And why do you look despon
dent? f 7 If you do what is right, won’t you be 
accepted? But if you do not do what is right, 
sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for 
you, but you must rule over it.”

   

3:21 “Clothing from skins.” 
Some creature had to die in 
order to provide them with 
garments, and we know who 
died in order that we might 
be robed in his spotless righ-
teousness. The Lamb of God 
has made for us a garment that 
covers our nakedness so that 
we are not afraid to stand even 
before the bar of God.

4:6 “Why are you furious?” 
Many ungodly people in the 
world are not happy in the con-
dition in which they find them-

selves. They have a religion of 
their own, but it yields them 
no comfort. They would like 
to have peace of conscience. 
They would like to be uplifted 
beyond all fear of death, and 
they would like to be as happy 
as Christian people are, but 
they do not want to pay the 
price—namely, obedience to 
God by faith in Jesus Christ. 
They play the part of the dog 
in the manger, who could not 
eat the hay himself and would 
not let the horses do so. They 

will not accept Christ and yet 
grumble because others have 
him. Although Cain was in 
such a bad temper that he was 
angry and looked despondent, 
God, the infinitely Gracious 
One, came and spoke with him 
and patiently reasoned with 
him. It is wonderful that God 
should speak with man at all, 

considering man’s insignifi-
cance. But for the Lord to speak 
with sinful man is a far greater 
marvel. And for him to reason 
with such a man as Cain, a 
murderer in heart and soon to 
be a murderer in deed—im-
penitent, implacable, presump-
tuous, blasphemous—this is a 
miracle of mercy.

a 3:17 Lit it through pain    b 3:19 Or food    c 3:20 Lit Living, or 
Life    d 4:1 Lit the Lord    e 4:5 Lit and his face fell    f 4:6 Lit why 
has your face fallen

8Genesis 3-4
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8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go 
out to the field.” a And while they were in 
the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel 
and killed him.

9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is 
your brother Abel? ”

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my broth
er’s guardian? ”

10 Then he said, “What have you done? 
Your brother’s blood cries out to me from 
the ground! 11 So now you are cursed, 
alienated from the ground that opened its 
mouth to receive your brother’s blood you 
have shed. b 12 If you work the ground, it will 
never again give you its yield. You will be a 
restless wanderer on the earth.”

13 But Cain answered the Lord, “My pun
ishment c is too great to bear! 14 Since you 
are banishing me today from the face of 
the earth, and I must hide from your pres
ence and become a restless wanderer on 
the earth, whoever finds me will kill me.”

15 Then the Lord replied to him, “In that 
case, d whoever kills Cain will suff er ven
geance seven times over.” e And he placed 
a mark on Cain so that whoever found him 
would not kill him. 16 Then Cain went out 
from the Lord’s presence and lived in the 
land of Nod, east of Eden.

The Line of Cain
17 Cain was intimate with his wife, and she 
conceived and gave birth to Enoch. Then 

Cain became the builder of a city, and he 
named the city Enoch after his son. 18 Irad 
was born to Enoch, Irad fathered Mehu
jael, Mehujael fathered Methushael, and 
Methushael fathered Lamech. 19 Lamech 
took two wives for himself, one named 
Adah and the other named Zillah. 20 Adah 
bore Jabal; he was the father of the no-
madic herdsmen.  f 21 His brother was 
named Jubal; he was the father of all who 
play the lyre and the flute. 22 Zillah bore 
Tubal-cain, who made all kinds of bronze 
and iron tools. Tubal-cain’s sister was Na
amah.

23 Lamech said to his wives:
		  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
		  wives of Lamech, pay attention 

to my words.
		  For I killed a man for wounding me,
		  a young man for striking me.
	24	 If Cain is to be avenged 

seven times over,
		  then for Lamech it will be  

seventy-seven times!

25 Adam was intimate with his wife 
again, and she gave birth to a son and 
named him Seth, for she said, “God has 
given g me another child h in place of Abel, 
since Cain killed him.” 26 A son was born 
to Seth also, and he named him Enosh. At 
that time people began to call on the name 
of the Lord.

   

4:9 “Am I my brother’s 
guardian?” The cool impu-
dence of Cain is an indication 
of the state of heart that led up 
to his murdering his brother, 
and it was also part of the re-
sult of his having committed 
that terrible crime. He would 
not have proceeded to the 
cruel deed of bloodshed if he 
had not first cast off the fear 
of God and been ready to defy 
his Maker. Having committed 
murder, the hardening influ-
ence of sin upon Cain’s mind 
must have been intense, and so 
at last he was able to speak out 
to God’s face what he felt with-
in his heart and ask, “Am I my 

brother’s guardian?” Save us, 
O God, from having our hearts 
hammered to the hardness of 
steel by sin! Daily keep us, by 
your grace, sensible and ten-
der before you, trembling at 
your Word.

4:10 “Your brother’s blood 
cries out to me from the 
ground.” Perhaps Cain went 
his way dreaming that the 
terrible matter was all over. 
He had done the deed, and it 
could not be undone; he had 
struck the blow, rid himself of 
the presence of one who was 
obnoxious to him; the blood 
had been swallowed up by the 
earth, and that was the end 

to the business which need 
cause no further thought. 
It was not so, however, for 
though that blood was silent 
in the seared conscience of 
Cain, it had a voice elsewhere. 
A mysterious voice went up 
beyond the skies; it reached 
the ear of the invisible God 
and moved the heart of Eter-
nal Justice, so that breaking 
through the veil that con-

ceals the Infinite from man, 
God revealed himself and 
spoke to Cain. Then Cain 
knew that blood could not be 
idly spilt, that murder would 
be avenged, for there was a 
tongue in every drop of the 
vital essence that flowed from 
murdered manhood, which 
prevailed with God, so that 
he would interpose and hold 
a solemn inquest.

a 4:8 Sam, LXX, Syr, Vg; MT omits “Let’s go out to the field.”    
b 4:11 Lit blood from your hand    c 4:13 Or sin    d 4:15 LXX, 
Syr, Vg read “Not so!”    e 4:15 Or suffer severely    f 4:20 Lit the 
dweller of tent and livestock    g 4:25 The Hb word for given 
sounds like the name “Seth.”    h 4:25 Lit seed
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The Line of Seth

5 This is the document containing the 
family a records of Adam. b On the day 

that God created man, c he made him in the 
likeness of God; 2 he created them male and 
female. When they were created, he blessed 
them and called them mankind. d

3 Adam was 130 years old when he fa
thered a son in his likeness, according to 
his image, and named him Seth. 4 Adam 
lived 800 years after he fathered Seth, and 
he fathered other sons and daughters. 5 So 
Adam’s life lasted 930 years; then he died.

6 Seth was 105 years old when he fa
thered Enosh. 7 Seth lived 807 years after 
he fathered Enosh, and he fathered other 
sons and daughters. 8 So Seth’s life lasted 
912 years; then he died.

9 Enosh was 90 years old when he fa
thered Kenan. 10 Enosh lived 815 years after 
he fathered Kenan, and he fathered other 
sons and daughters. 11 So Enosh’s life last
ed 905 years; then he died.

12 Kenan was 70 years old when he fa
thered Mahalalel. 13 Kenan lived 840 years 
after he fathered Mahalalel, and he fa
thered other sons and daughters. 14 So Ke
nan’s life lasted 910 years; then he died.

15 Mahalalel was 65 years old when he fa
thered Jared. 16 Mahalalel lived 830 years 
after he fathered Jared, and he fathered 
other sons and daughters. 17 So Mahalalel’s 
life lasted 895 years; then he died.

18 Jared was 162 years old when he fa
thered Enoch. 19 Jared lived 800 years after 

he fathered Enoch, and he fathered other 
sons and daughters. 20 So Jared’s life lasted 
962 years; then he died.

21 Enoch was 65 years old when he fa
thered Methuselah. 22 And after he fathered 
Methuselah, Enoch walked with God 300 
years and fathered other sons and daugh
ters. 23 So Enoch’s life lasted 365 years. 
24 Enoch walked with God; then he was not 
there because God took him.

25 Methuselah was 187 years old when he 
fathered Lamech. 26 Methuselah lived 782 
years after he fathered Lamech, and he 
fathered other sons and daughters. 27 So 
Methuselah’s life lasted 969 years; then 
he died.

28 Lamech was 182 years old when he fa
thered a son. 29 And he named him Noah, e 
saying, “This one will bring us relief from 
the agonizing labor of our hands, caused 
by the ground the Lord has cursed.” 30 La
mech lived 595 years after he fathered 
Noah, and he fathered other sons and 
daughters. 31 So Lamech’s life lasted 777 
years; then he died.

32 Noah was 500 years old, and he fa
thered Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

Sons of God and Daughters  
of Mankind

6 When mankind began to multiply on 
the earth and daughters were born 

to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the 
daughters of mankind were beautiful, 
and they took any they chose as wives f for 

   

5:21-24 “Enoch walked with 
God.” It was not that he mere-
ly thought of God, that he 
speculated about God, that he  
argued about God, that  
he read about God, that he 
talked about God; he walked 
with God, which is the practi-
cal and experimental part of 
true godliness. In his daily life 
he realized that God was with 
him, and he regarded him as a 
living God, in whom he confid-
ed and by whom he was loved. 
And notice that Enoch was a 
family man. He “fathered oth-

er sons and daughters.” Some 
have said, “Ah, you cannot 
live as you like if you have a 
lot of children about you. Do 
not tell me about keeping up 
your hours of prayer and qui-
et reading of the Scriptures 
if you have a large family of 
little ones. You will be dis-
turbed, and there will be many 
domestic incidents that will be 
sure to try your temper and 
upset your equanimity. Get 
away into the woods and find 
a hermit’s cell. There, with 
your brown jug of water and 

your loaf of bread, you may 
be able to walk with God. But 
with a wife not always ami-
able and a troop of children 
who are never quiet, by day 
or night, how can a man be 
expected to walk with God?” 
The wife, on the other hand, 
exclaims, “I believe that had 
I remained a single woman I 
might have walked with God. 

When I was a young woman I 
was full of devotion. But now 
with my husband, who is not 
always in the best of tempers, 
and with my children who 
seem to have an unlimited 
number of needs and never to 
have them satisfied, how is it 
possible that I can walk with 
God?” Yet Enoch was a family 
man, and he walked with God. 

a 5:1 Lit written family    b 5:1 Or mankind    c 5:1 Or Adam, 
human beings    d 5:2 Hb ‘adam    e 5:29 In Hb, the name Noah 
sounds like “bring us relief.”    f 6:2 Or women

10Genesis 5-6
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themselves. 3 And the Lord said, “My Spir
it will not remain a with b mankind forev
er, because they are corrupt. c Their days 
will be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim d were 
on the earth both in those days and after
ward, when the sons of God came to the 
daughters of mankind, who bore children 
to them. They were the powerful men of 
old, the famous men.

Judgment Decreed
5 When the Lord saw that human wicked
ness was widespread on the earth and that 
every inclination of the human mind was 
nothing but evil all the time, 6 the Lord re-
gretted that he had made man on the earth, 
and he was deeply grieved. e 7 Then the Lord 
said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I creat
ed, off the face of the earth, together with 
the animals, creatures that crawl, and 
birds of the sky ​— ​for I regret that I made 
them.” 8 Noah, however, found favor with 
the Lord.

God Warns Noah
9 These are the family records of Noah. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless 
among his contemporaries; Noah walked 
with God. 10 And Noah fathered three sons: 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s 
sight, and the earth was filled with wick
edness. f 12 God saw how corrupt the earth 
was, for every creature had corrupted its 
way on the earth. 13 Then God said to Noah, 
“I have decided to put an end to every crea
ture, for the earth is filled with wickedness 

because of them; therefore I am going to 
destroy them along with the earth.

14 “Make yourself an ark of gopher g 
wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it 
with pitch inside and outside. 15 This is how 
you are to make it: The ark will be 450 feet 
long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high. h 16 You 
are to make a roof, i finishing the sides of 
the ark to within eighteen inches j of the 
roof. You are to put a door in the side of 
the ark. Make it with lower, middle, and 
upper decks.

17 “Understand that I am bringing a flood ​
— ​floodwaters on the earth to destroy ev
ery creature under heaven with the breath 
of life in it. Everything on earth will per
ish. 18 But I will establish my covenant 
with you, and you will enter the ark with 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives. 
19 You are also to bring into the ark two of 
all the living creatures, male and female, to 
keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every
thing ​— ​from the birds according to their 
kinds, from the livestock according to their 
kinds, and from the animals that crawl on 
the ground according to their kinds ​— ​will 
come to you so that you can keep them 
alive. 21 Take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten; gather it as food for you and 
for them.” 22 And Noah did this. He did ev
erything that God had commanded him.

Entering the Ark

7 Then the Lord said to Noah, “Enter the 
ark, you and all your household, for I 

have seen that you alone are righteous 
before me in this generation. 2 You are to 

   

6:9 “Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless among 
his contemporaries; Noah 
walked with God.” God keeps 
his eyes on the sons of men, 
and he searches among them 
for certain individuals on 
whom he delights to fix his 
gaze. These are not the kings 
and princes. These are not the 
men of talent or of fashion. 
These are not the men who 
are regarded by their fellows 
as famous. When God speaks 

of having seen Noah (7:1), he 
speaks of having seen the 
kind of man for whom he was 
looking, namely, a righteous 
man. There is not a righteous 
man on the earth whom God 
does not see. He may be in an 
obscure position, his circum-
stances may be those of pov-
erty, he may be anything but 
famous. But as long as he is 
righteous, God delights to look 
on him. In an age of violence 
and oppression, Noah alone 

was a righteous man. He was 
no oppressor. He dealt justly 
and fairly with his fellowmen. 
He was also a devout man, for 
we read that “Noah walked 
with God.” Like his ancestor 

Enoch, he lived in communion 
with God, in prayerfulness 
and pious meditation; and 
his life before his fellowmen 
was consistent with that walk 
before God.

a 6:3 Or strive    b 6:3 Or in    c 6:3 Lit flesh    d 6:4 Possibly means 
“fallen ones”; traditionally, “giants”; Nm 13:31-33    e 6:6 Lit was 
grieved to his heart    f 6:11 Or injustice, also in v. 13     
g 6:14 Unknown species of tree; perhaps pine or cypress     
h 6:15 Or 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high    
i 6:16 Or window, or hatch ; Hb uncertain    j 6:16 Lit to a cubit

11 Genesis 6-7
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take with you seven pairs, a male and its 
female, of all the clean animals, and two of 
the animals that are not clean, a male and 
its female, 3 and seven pairs, male and fe­
male, of the birds of the sky ​— ​in order to 
keep offspring alive throughout the earth. 
4 Seven days from now I will make it rain 
on the earth forty days and forty nights, 
and every living thing I have made I will 
wipe off the face of the earth.” 5 And Noah 
did everything that the Lord command­
ed him.

6 Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood came and water covered the 
earth. 7 So Noah, his sons, his wife, and his 
sons’ wives entered the ark because of the 
floodwaters. 8 From the clean animals, un­
clean animals, birds, and every creature 
that crawls on the ground, 9 two of each, 
male and female, came to Noah and en­
tered the ark, just as God had command­
ed him. 10 Seven days later the floodwaters 
came on the earth.

The Flood
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s 
life, in the second month, on the seven­
teenth day of the month, on that day all 
the sources of the vast watery depths 
burst open, the floodgates of the sky 
were opened, 12 and the rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On 
that same day Noah and his three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, entered the ark, 
along with Noah’s wife and his three sons’ 

wives. 14 They entered it with all the wild­
life according to their kinds, all livestock 
according to their kinds, all the crea­
tures that crawl on the earth according 
to their kinds, every flying creature ​— ​
all the birds and every winged creature ​
— ​according to their kinds. 15 Two of ev­
ery creature that has the breath of life 
in it came to Noah and entered the ark. 
16 Those that entered, male and female of 
every creature, entered just as God had 
commanded him. Then the Lord shut him 
in.

17 The flood continued for forty days on 
the earth; the water increased and lifted 
up the ark so that it rose above the earth. 
18 The water surged and increased great­
ly on the earth, and the ark floated on 
the surface of the water. 19 Then the wa­
ter surged even higher on the earth, and 
all the high mountains under the whole 
sky were covered. 20 The mountains were 
covered as the water surged above them 
more than twenty feet. a 21 Every creature 
perished ​— ​those that crawl on the earth, 
birds, livestock, wildlife, and those that 
swarm b on the earth, as well as all man­
kind. 22 Everything with the breath of the 
spirit of life in its nostrils ​— ​everything 
on dry land died. 23 He wiped out every 
living thing that was on the face of the 
earth, from mankind to livestock, to crea­
tures that crawl, to the birds of the sky, 
and they were wiped off the earth. Only 
Noah was left, and those that were with 

   

7:4 “Every living thing I 
have made I will wipe off the 
face of the earth.” It is the pre-
rogative of the king to have 
the power of life and death, 
and it is the sole prerogative 
of the King of kings that he 
creates and he also destroys. 
But what destructive power 
is brought into operation be-
cause of human sin! Sin must 
be a heinous thing, since God, 
who despises not the work of 
his own hands, will sooner 
break up the human race and 
destroy everything that lives 

rather than that sin should 
continue to defile the earth. 
He has destroyed the earth 
once by water because of sin, 
and he will the second time 
destroy it by fire for the same 
reason. Wherever sin is, God 
will hunt it. With barbed ar-
rows will he shoot at it? He 
will cut it in pieces with his 
sharp two-edged sword, for 
he cannot endure sin. Oh, how 
foolish are they who harbor 
sin in their hearts, for it will 
bring destruction to them if 
they keep it there!

7:18-19 “All the high moun-
tains under the whole sky 
were covered.” If Moses had 
meant to describe a partial 
deluge on only a small part 
of the earth, he used mislead-
ing language. But if he meant 
to teach that the deluge was 
universal, he used the words 
we might have expected that 
he would use. I should think 
that no person, merely by 
reading this chapter, would 

arrive at the conclusion that 
has been reached by some of 
our learned men—too learned 
to hold the simple truth of God. 
It looks as if the deluge must 
have been universal when 
we read that not only did the 
waters prevail exceedingly on 
the earth but that “all the high 
mountains under the whole 
sky were covered.” What could 
be more plain and clear than 
that?

a 7:20 Lit surged 15 cubits    b 7:21 Lit all the swarming swarms
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him in the ark. 24 And the water surged on 
the earth 150 days.

The Flood Recedes

8 God remembered Noah, as well as all 
the wildlife and all the livestock that 

were with him in the ark. God caused a 
wind a to pass over the earth, and the wa
ter began to subside. 2 The sources of the 
watery depths and the floodgates of the 
sky were closed, and the rain from the sky 
stopped. 3 The water steadily receded from 
the earth, and by the end of 150 days the 
water had decreased significantly. 4 The 
ark came to rest in the seventh month, on 
the seventeenth day of the month, on the 
mountains of Ararat.

5 The water continued to recede until 
the tenth month; in the tenth month, on 
the first day of the month, the tops of the 
mountains were visible. 6 After forty days 
Noah opened the window of the ark that he 
had made, 7 and he sent out a raven. It went 
back and forth until the water had dried up 
from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to 
see whether the water on the earth’s sur
face had gone down, 9 but the dove found 
no resting place for its foot. It returned to 
him in the ark because water covered the 
surface of the whole earth. He reached out 
and brought it into the ark to himself. 10 So 
Noah waited seven more days and sent out 

the dove from the ark again. 11 When the 
dove came to him at evening, there was a 
plucked olive leaf in its beak. So Noah knew 
that the water on the earth’s surface had 
gone down. 12 After he had waited another 
seven days, he sent out the dove, but it did 
not return to him again. 13 In the six hun
dred and first year, b in the first month, on 
the first day of the month, the water that 
had covered the earth was dried up. Then 
Noah removed the ark’s cover and saw 
that the surface of the ground was drying. 
14 By the twenty-seventh day of the second 
month, the earth was dry.

The Lord’s Promise
15 Then God spoke to Noah, 16 “Come out of 
the ark, you, your wife, your sons, and your 
sons’ wives with you. 17 Bring out all the liv
ing creatures c that are with you ​— ​birds, 
livestock, those that crawl on the earth ​— ​
and they will spread over the earth and be 
fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So 
Noah, along with his sons, his wife, and his 
sons’ wives, came out. 19 All the animals, all 
the creatures that crawl, and all the flying 
creatures ​— ​everything that moves on the 
earth ​— ​came out of the ark by their fam
ilies.

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord. 
He took some of every kind of clean animal 
and every kind of clean bird and off ered 

   

8:1 “God caused a wind.” 
Winds and waves are wholly 
under God’s control. I suppose 
that this was a drying wind, 
so the waters began to turn to 
vapor and gradually to dis-
appear. God sends the winds. 
They seem most volatile and 
irregular, but God sends them 
to do his bidding. Blow it east, 
or blow it west, the wind comes 
from God. And whether the 
waters increase or are sub-
sided, it is God’s doing. When 
the waters are deep with us, 
God can dry them up; and, 
amazingly enough, he can 
stop one trouble with another. 
He can dry up the water with 
the wind. I have known him to 
act strangely with his people, 

and when they thought they 
were forgotten, he has proved 
that he remembered them, and 
both the winds of heaven and 
the waters of the sea have had 
to work their good. There is 
not an angel in heaven but God 
will make him to be a servant 
to us if we need him. There is 
not a wind in any quarter of 
the globe but God will guide 
it to us if it is necessary. And 
there are no waves of the sea 
but will obey the Lord’s will 
concerning us.

8:21 “The Lord smelled the 
pleasing aroma.” Noah’s faith 
was pleasing to God. It was 
Noah’s confidence in a bleed-
ing sacrifice that gave him ac-
ceptance with the Lord. God 

thought about his Son and that 
great sacrifice to be offered 
long afterwards on the cross, 
and he “smelled the pleasing 
aroma.”

8:21 “The inclination of the 
human heart is evil from youth 
onward.” Before the flood, in 
the fifth verse of the sixth 
chapter, it is written, “The Lord 
saw that human wickedness 
was widespread on the earth 
and that every inclination of 
the human mind was nothing 
but evil all the time.” After 
the flood it is just the same. 
The description in the sixth 

chapter belonged to the entire 
antediluvian race. We might 
have hoped that after so ter-
rible a judgment, when only 
a few—a picked and peculiar 
few—that is, eight, were saved 
by water, that then, as man be-
gan anew with a better stock, 
the old branches that were 
rotten being cut away—that 
now the nature of man would 
be improved. It is not so; the 
same God who, looking at man, 
declared that his imagination 
was evil before the flood, pro-
nounces the same verdict on 
them afterwards. Oh God! How 

a 8:1 Or spirit ; Gn 1:2    b 8:13 = of Noah’s life    c 8:17 Lit creatures 
of all flesh
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burnt off erings on the altar. 21 When the 
Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, he said 
to himself, “I will never again curse the 
ground because of human beings, even 
though the inclination of the human heart 
is evil from youth onward. And I will nev­
er again strike down every living thing as 
I have done.
	22	 As long as the earth endures,
		  seedtime and harvest,  

cold and heat,
		  summer and winter, 

and day and night
		  will not cease.”

God’s Covenant with Noah

9 God blessed Noah and his sons and 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multi­

ply and fill the earth. 2 The fear and terror 
of you will be in every living creature on 
the earth, every bird of the sky, every crea­
ture that crawls on the ground, and all the 
fish of the sea. They are placed under your 
authority. a 3 Every creature that lives and 
moves will be food for you; as I gave the 
green plants, I have given you everything. 
4 However, you must not eat meat with its 
lifeblood in it. 5 And I will require a penal­
ty for your lifeblood; b I will require it from 
any animal and from any human; if some­
one murders a fellow human, I will require 
that person’s life. c

	 6	 Whoever sheds human blood,
		  by humans his blood will be shed,
		  for God made humans in his image.
7 But you, be fruitful and multiply; spread 
out over the earth and multiply on it.”

8 Then God said to Noah and his sons 
with him, 9 “Understand that I am estab­
lishing my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10 and with every 
living creature that is with you ​— ​birds, 
livestock, and all wildlife of the earth that 
are with you ​— ​all the animals of the earth 
that came out of the ark. 11 I establish my 
covenant with you that never again will ev­
ery creature be wiped out by floodwaters; 
there will never again be a flood to destroy 
the earth.”

12 And God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant I am making between me and you 
and every living creature with you, a cov­
enant for all future generations: 13 I have 
placed my bow in the clouds, and it will be 
a sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth. 14 Whenever I form clouds over the 
earth and the bow appears in the clouds, 
15 I will remember my covenant between 
me and you and all the living creatures: d 
water will never again become a flood to 
destroy every creature. 16 The bow will be 
in the clouds, and I will look at it and re­
member the permanent covenant between 
God and all the living creatures e on earth.” 

   

hopeless is human nature! 
How impossible is it that the 
carnal mind should be recon-
ciled to God! How necessary 
is it that he should give us 
new hearts and right spirits, 
seeing that the old nature is 
so evil that even the floods of 
our judgments cannot cure it 
of its evil imaginations!

9:16 “Remember the perma-
nent covenant.” The story of 
Noah’s preservation in the ark 
is a suggestive representation 
of salvation by our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is, we think, espe-
cially intended to depict that 
part of our salvation that lies 
in the washing of regenera-
tion. In the same way as bap-
tism is the outward symbol 

of regeneration, so also is the 
ark, “In it a few—that is, eight 
people—were saved through 
water.” The ark was immersed 
in those dreadful rains and 
awful waterfalls that deluged 
the earth, and Noah’s family 
were buried in that ark to all 
the world. But by this burial 
they were floated out of the 
old condemned world into 
the new world of life and 
divine grace. Death to the 
world and burial in the ark 
were the means of their safety 
(1Pt 3:21). Is it straining the 
allegory, is it carrying it too 
far, if I close this spiritualizing 
by observing that the same 
security that God then gave 
to Noah and his descendants 

is that security under which 
we stand? He gave them a 
covenant, a covenant embel-
lished with a divine symbol 
and ratified with his own 
signature written out in all 
the colors of beauty. We, too, 
stand under a covenant that 
has its own faithful witness in 
heaven, more transcendently 
illustrious and beautiful than 
the rainbow—the person of 
Christ Jesus our Lord (Is 54:8-
10; Rv 4:3; 10:1). He that vowed 

to save them, and loved them 
in Christ, and has given them 
faith, which is the token of 
his grace, will most assuredly 
save them and bring them to 
glory. The earth will be de-
stroyed with water long be-
fore one of God’s elect will be 
damned. It will be destroyed 
with fire, we know, but when 
“the mountains depart” and 
“the hills are removed,” the 
covenant of his grace will still 
stand.

a 9:2 Lit are given in your hand    b 9:5 Lit  And your blood 
belonging to your life I will seek    c 9:5 Lit any human; from 
the hand of a man his brother I will seek the life of the human.   
d 9:15 Lit and creatures of all flesh    e 9:16 Lit creatures of all 
flesh
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17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between 
me and every creature on earth.”

Prophecies about Noah’s Family
18 Noah’s sons who came out of the ark 
were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was 
the father of Canaan. 19 These three were 
Noah’s sons, and from them the whole 
earth was populated.

20 Noah, as a man of the soil, began by 
planting a a vineyard. 21 He drank some of 
the wine, became drunk, and uncovered 
himself inside his tent. 22 Ham, the father 
of Canaan, saw his father naked and told 
his two brothers outside. 23 Then Shem and 
Japheth took a cloak and placed it over 
both their shoulders, and walking back
ward, they covered their father’s naked
ness. Their faces were turned away, and 
they did not see their father naked.

24 When Noah awoke from his drinking 
and learned what his youngest son had 
done to him, 25 he said:
		  Canaan is cursed.
		  He will be the lowest of slaves 

to his brothers.
26 He also said:
		  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem;
		  Let Canaan be b Shem’s slave.
	 27	 Let God extend Japheth; c

		  let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
		  let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

28 Now Noah lived 350 years after the 
flood. 29 So Noah’s life lasted 950 years; 
then he died.

The Table of Nations

10 These are the family records of 
Noah’s sons, Shem, Ham, and Ja

pheth. They also had sons after the flood.
2 Japheth’s sons: Gomer, Magog, Madai, 

Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. 3 Gomer’s 
sons: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. 
4 And Javan’s sons: Elishah, Tarshish, Kit
tim, and Dodanim. d 5 From these descen
dants, the peoples of the coasts and islands 
spread out into their lands according to 

their clans in their nations, each with its 
own language.

6 Ham’s sons: Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Ca
naan. 7 Cush’s sons: Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, 
Raamah, and Sabteca. And Raamah’s sons: 
Sheba and Dedan.

8 Cush fathered Nimrod, who began to be 
powerful in the land. 9 He was a powerful 
hunter in the sight of the Lord. That is why 
it is said, “Like Nimrod, a powerful hunt
er in the sight of the Lord.” 10 His kingdom 
started with Babylon, Erech, e Accad, f and 
Calneh, g in the land of Shinar. h 11 From that 
land he went to Assyria and built Nineveh, 
Rehoboth-ir, Calah, 12 and Resen, between 
Nineveh and the great city Calah.

13 Mizraim i fathered the people of Lud, 
Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 14 Pathrus, Casluh 
(the Philistines came from them), and 
Caphtor.

15 Canaan fathered Sidon his firstborn 
and Heth, 16 as well as the Jebusites, the 
Amorites, the Girgashites, 17 the Hivites, 
the Arkites, the Sinites, 18 the Arvadites, 
the Zemarites, and the Hamathites. After
ward the Canaanite clans scattered. 19 The 
Canaanite border went from Sidon going 
toward Gerar as far as Gaza, and going to
ward Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Ze
boiim as far as Lasha.

20 These are Ham’s sons by their clans, ac
cording to their languages, in their lands 
and their nations.

21 And Shem, Japheth’s older brother, 
also had sons. Shem was the father of all 
the sons of Eber. 22 Shem’s sons were Elam, 
Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and Aram.

23 Aram’s sons: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash.
24 Arpachshad fathered j Shelah, and She

lah fathered Eber. 25 Eber had two sons. One 
was named Peleg, k for during his days the 

a 9:20 Or Noah began to be a farmer and planted    b 9:26 As a 
wish or prayer; others interpret the verbs in vv. 26-27 as prophecy: 
Canaan will be . . .    c 9:27 In Hb, the name Japheth sounds 
like the word “extend.”    d 10:4 Some Hb mss, Sam, LXX read 
Rodanim ; 1Ch 1:7    e 10:10 Or Uruk    f 10:10 Or Akkad     
g 10:10 Or and all of them    h 10:10 Or in Babylonia     
i 10:13 = Egypt    j 10:24 LXX reads fathered Cainan, and Cainan 
fathered ; Gn 11:12-13; Lk 3:35-36    k 10:25 = Division
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earth was divided; his brother was named 
Joktan. 26 And Joktan fathered Almodad, 
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hado
ram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 
29 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were 
Joktan’s sons. 30 Their settlements extend
ed from Mesha to Sephar, the eastern hill 
country.

31 These are Shem’s sons by their clans, 
according to their languages, in their lands 
and their nations.

32 These are the clans of Noah’s sons, ac
cording to their family records, in their na
tions. The nations on earth spread out from 
these after the flood.

The Tower of Babylon

11 The whole earth had the same lan
guage and vocabulary. a 2 As people b 

migrated from the east, c they found a val
ley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3 They said to each other, “Come, let us 
make oven-fired bricks.” (They used brick 
for stone and asphalt for mortar.) 4 And 
they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a 
city and a tower with its top in the sky. Let 
us make a name for ourselves; otherwise, 
we will be scattered throughout the earth.”

5 Then the Lord came down to look over 
the city and the tower that the humans d 
were building. 6 The Lord said, “If they have 
begun to do this as one people all having 
the same language, then nothing they plan 
to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, 
let’s go down there and confuse their lan
guage so that they will not understand one 
another’s speech.” 8 So from there the Lord 
scattered them throughout the earth, and 
they stopped building the city. 9 Therefore 
it is called Babylon, e,f for there the Lord 
confused the language of the whole earth, 
and from there the Lord scattered them 
throughout the earth.

From Shem to Abram
10 These are the family records of Shem. 
Shem lived 100 years and fathered Arpach
shad two years after the flood. 11 After he fa
thered Arpachshad, Shem lived 500 years 

and fathered other sons and daughters. 
12 Arpachshad lived 35 years g and fathered 
Shelah. 13 After he fathered Shelah, Arpach
shad lived 403 years and fathered other sons 
and daughters. 14 Shelah lived 30 years and 
fathered Eber. 15 After he fathered Eber, She
lah lived 403 years and fathered other sons 
and daughters. 16 Eber lived 34 years and fa
thered Peleg. 17 After he fathered Peleg, Eber 
lived 430 years and fathered other sons 
and daughters. 18 Peleg lived 30 years and 
fathered Reu. 19 After he fathered Reu, Pe
leg lived 209 years and fathered other sons 
and daughters. 20 Reu lived 32 years and 
fathered Serug. 21 After he fathered Serug, 
Reu lived 207 years and fathered other sons 
and daughters. 22 Serug lived 30 years and 
fathered Nahor. 23 After he fathered Nahor, 
Serug lived 200 years and fathered other 
sons and daughters. 24 Nahor lived 29 years 
and fathered Terah. 25 After he fathered Te
rah, Nahor lived 119 years and fathered other 
sons and daughters. 26 Terah lived 70 years 
and fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

27 These are the family records of Te
rah. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran, and Haran fathered Lot. 28 Haran 
died in his native land, in Ur of the Chal
deans, during his father Terah’s lifetime. 
29 Abram and Nahor took wives: Abram’s 
wife was named Sarai, and Nahor’s wife 
was named Milcah. She was the daughter 
of Haran, the father of both Milcah and Is
cah. 30 Sarai was unable to conceive; she 
did not have a child.

31 Terah took his son Abram, his grand
son Lot (Haran’s son), and his daughter-in-
law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they 
set out together from Ur of the Chaldeans 

a 11:1 Lit one lip and the same words    b 11:2 Lit they    c 11:2 Or 
migrated eastward    d 11:5 Or the descendants of Adam     
e 11:9 Hb Babel    f 11:9 In Hb, the name for “Babylon,” babel 
sounds like the word for “confuse,” balal.    g 11:12-13 LXX 
reads years and fathered Cainan. 13After he fathered Cainan, 
Arpachshad lived 430 years and fathered other sons and 
daughters, and he died. Cainan lived 130 years and fathered 
Shelah. After he fathered Shelah, Cainan lived 330 years and 
fathered other sons and daughters, and he died ; Gn 10:24; Lk 
3:35-36
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Introduction to

Matthew
Circumstances of Writing
The author did not identify himself in the text. However, 
the title that ascribes this Gospel to Matthew appears in 
the earliest manuscripts and is possibly original. Titles be-
came necessary to distinguish one Gospel from another 
when the four Gospels began to circulate as a single col-
lection. Many early church fathers (Papias, Irenaeus, Pan-
taenus, and Origen) acknowledged Matthew as the author. 
Papias also contended that Matthew first wrote in Hebrew, 
implying that this Gospel was later translated into Greek.

Many modern scholars dispute these traditional 
claims. For instance, against Papias they argue that 
this Gospel was not originally written in Hebrew since 
the Greek of Matthew does not appear to be transla-
tion Greek. They further argue that if the early church, 
following Papias’s opinion, was wrong about the orig-
inal language, they were likely incorrect about the au-
thor as well. However, the excellent Greek of Matthew 
could have been produced by a skilled translator of an 
original Hebrew text.  

Even if Papias was wrong about the original lan-
guage of the Gospel of Matthew, this does not imply 
that he and other early church leaders were wrong to 
identify Matthew as the author of this Gospel. In fact 
the early church unanimously affirmed that the Gos-
pel of Matthew was authored by the apostle Matthew. 
It would require impressive evidence to overturn this 
early consensus. 

Clues from the Gospel itself support its ascription 
to Matthew. First, both Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27 iden-
tify the tax collector whom Jesus called to be his dis-
ciple as “Levi.” This Gospel, however, identifies Levi as 
“Matthew.” Matthew, a Hebrew name meaning “gift of 
God,” appears to be the apostolic name that Jesus gave 
to Levi after he chose to follow Christ, much like Simon 
was named “Peter” by Jesus after his confession of faith 
(16:18). The use of “Matthew” in this Gospel may be Mat-
thew’s personal touch, a self-reference that gives us a 
clue about authorship. 

Determining the date of composition of Matthew’s 
Gospel depends largely on the relationship of the Gospels 
to one another. Most scholars believe that Matthew uti-
lized Mark’s Gospel in writing his own Gospel. If this is 
correct, Matthew’s Gospel must postdate Mark’s. Howev-
er, the date of Mark’s Gospel is also shrouded in mystery. 
Irenaeus (ca AD 180) seems to claim that Mark wrote 
his Gospel after Peter’s death in the mid-60s. However, 
Clement of Alexandria, who wrote only twenty years af-
ter Irenaeus, claimed that Mark wrote his Gospel while 
Peter was still alive. Given the ambiguity of the histori-
cal evidence, a decision must be based on other factors.

The date of composition for Mark is best inferred from 
the date of Luke and Acts. The abrupt ending of Acts 
which left Paul under house arrest in Rome implies that 
Acts was written before Paul’s release. Since one of the 
major themes of Acts is the legality of Christianity in the 
Roman Empire, one would have expected Luke to mention 
Paul’s release by the emperor if it had already occurred. 
This evidence dates Acts to the early 60s. Luke and Acts 
were two volumes of a single work, as the prologues to 
these books demonstrate. Luke was written before Acts. 
Given the amount of research that Luke invested in the 
book and the travel that eyewitness interviews probably 
required, a date in the late 50s is reasonable. If Luke used 
Mark in writing his own Gospel, as seems likely, by impli-
cation Mark was written some time before the late 50s, 
perhaps the early to mid-50s. Thus, despite Matthew’s de-
pendence on Mark, Matthew may have been written any 
time beginning in the mid-50s once Mark was completed. 

Contribution to the Bible
As the first book in the NT, the Gospel of Matthew serves 
as a gateway between the two testaments. Of the NT 
books, and certainly of the four Gospels, Matthew has 
the strongest connections to the OT. Matthew gave us 
God’s entire plan from Genesis to Revelation. Matthew 
looked back and referred to Hebrew prophecies about 
sixty times (“was fulfilled” and “so that what was spo-
ken . . . might be fulfilled”). He also looked forward by 
dealing not only with Messiah’s coming and his minis-
try, but also his future plan for his church and kingdom. 

Structure
Matthew divided his Gospel into three major sections. He 
introduced new major sections with the words “from then 
on Jesus began to” (4:17; 16:21). These transitional state-
ments divide the Gospel into the introduction (1:1–4:16), 
body (4:17–16:20), and conclusion (16:21–28:20). Matthew 
also divided his Gospel into five major blocks of teaching, 
each of which concludes with a summary statement (8:1; 
11:1; 13:53; 19:1; 26:1). Some scholars believe these five ma-
jor discourses were meant to correspond to the five books 
of Moses and to confirm Jesus’s identity as the new Moses.

Spurgeon on Matthew
The Father revealed himself, not to the eyes as the Spir-
it did, but to the ears. And the words he spoke clearly 
indicated that it was God the Father bearing witness to 
his beloved Son. The entrance of Christ into his public 
ministry on earth was the chosen opportunity for the 
public manifestation of the intimate union between God 
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.
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The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abra

ham:

From Abraham to David
	 2	 Abraham fathered a Isaac,
		  Isaac fathered Jacob,
		  Jacob fathered Judah 

and his brothers,
	 3	 Judah fathered Perez and Zerah 

by Tamar,
		  Perez fathered Hezron,
		  Hezron fathered Aram,
	 4	 Aram fathered Amminadab,
		  Amminadab fathered Nahshon,
		  Nahshon fathered Salmon,
	 5	 Salmon fathered Boaz by Rahab,
		  Boaz fathered Obed by Ruth,
		  Obed fathered Jesse,
	 6	 and Jesse fathered King David.

From David to the Babylonian 
Exile
		  David fathered Solomon b 

by Uriah’s wife,
	 7	 Solomon fathered Rehoboam,
		  Rehoboam fathered Abijah,
		  Abijah fathered Asa, c

	 8	 Asa c fathered Jehoshaphat,
		  Jehoshaphat fathered Joram, d

		  Joram fathered Uzziah,
	 9	 Uzziah fathered Jotham,
		  Jotham fathered Ahaz,
		  Ahaz fathered Hezekiah,
	 10	 Hezekiah fathered Manasseh,
		  Manasseh fathered Amon, e

		  Amon fathered Josiah,
	 11	 and Josiah fathered Jeconiah 

and his brothers
		  at the time of the exile to Babylon.

From the Exile to the Christ
	 12	 After the exile to Babylon
		  Jeconiah fathered Shealtiel,
		  Shealtiel fathered Zerubbabel,
	 13	 Zerubbabel fathered Abiud,
		  Abiud fathered Eliakim,
		  Eliakim fathered Azor,
	 14	 Azor fathered Zadok,
		  Zadok fathered Achim,
		  Achim fathered Eliud,
	 15	 Eliud fathered Eleazar,
		  Eleazar fathered Matthan,
		  Matthan fathered Jacob,
	 16	 and Jacob fathered Joseph 

the husband of Mary,
		  who gave birth to Jesus who is called 

the Christ.

17 So all the generations from Abraham 
to David were fourteen generations; and 
from David until the exile to Babylon, 
fourteen generations; and from the exile 
to Babylon until the Christ, fourteen gen
erations.

The Nativity of the Christ
18 The birth of Jesus Christ came about this 
way: After his mother Mary had been en
gaged f to Joseph, it was discovered before 
they came together that she was pregnant 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 So her husband Jo
seph, being a righteous man, and not want
ing to disgrace her publicly, decided to 
divorce her secretly.

20 But after he had considered these 
things, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of Da
vid, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, because what has been conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to name 

   

1:21 “She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to name him 
Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” The 
name of Jesus was divinely 
ordered and explained. Ac-
cording to the text, an angel 
from the Lord declared that 

his name would be Jesus. It is 
a name that, like the one who 
bears it, has come down from 
heaven. Our Lord has other 
names of office and relation-
ship, but this is especially and 
peculiarly his own personal 
name. God the Father gave 

him this name. The Holy Spirit 
explains the name, for he tells 

us the reason for the name of 
Jesus: “He will save his people 

a 1:2 In vv. 2-16 either a son, as here, or a later descendant, as in 
v. 8    b 1:6 Other mss add King    c 1:7,8 Other mss read Asaph    
d 1:8 = Jehoram    e 1:10 Other mss read Amos     
f 1:18 Or betrothed
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him Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.”

22 Now all this took place to fulfill what 
was spoken by the Lord through the proph
et:
	23	 See, the virgin will 

become pregnant
		  and give birth to a son,
		  and they will 

name him Immanuel, a

which is translated “God is with us.”
24 When Joseph woke up, he did as the 

Lord’s angel had commanded him. He mar
ried her 25 but did not have sexual relations 

with her until she gave birth to a son. b And 
he named him Jesus.

Wise Men Visit the King

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of King Herod, wise 

men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
2 saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its 
rising and have come to worship him.” c

3 When King Herod heard this, he was 
deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 So he assembled all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people and asked them 
where the Christ would be born.

5 “In Bethlehem of Judea,” they told him, 
“because this is what was written by the 
prophet:
	 6	 And you, Bethlehem, in the land 

of Judah,
		  are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah:
		  Because out of you will come 

a ruler
		  who will shepherd my people 

Israel.” d

   

from their sins.” “Savior” is the 
meaning of the name, but it has 
a fuller sense hidden within, 
for in its Hebrew form it means 
“the salvation of the Lord,” or 
“the Lord of salvation,” or “the 
Savior.” The angel interprets 
it as “he will save.” The divine 
name, the incommunicable title 
of the Most High God, is con-
tained in “Joshua,” the Hebrew 
form of Jesus, so that in full the 
name means, “Jehovah Savior,” 
and in brief it signifies, “Savior.” 

It is given to our Lord 
because he saves—not ac-
cording to any temporary 
and common salvation, from 
enemies and troubles—but he 
saves from spiritual enemies 
and especially from sins. Josh-
ua of old was a savior; Gideon 
was a savior; David was a sav-
ior; but the title is given to our 
Lord above all others because 
he is a Savior in a sense in 
which no one else is or can be. 
He saves his people from their 
sins. The first link between 

my soul and Christ is not my 
goodness but my badness, not 
my merit but my misery, not 
my standing but my falling, 
not my riches but my need. He 
comes to visit his people—not 
to admire their beauties but to 
remove their deformities, not 
to reward their virtues but to 
forgive their sins. 

2:1-2,9-10 “Wise men from 
the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying, ‘Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? 
For we saw his star at its ris-
ing and have come to worship 
him.’ . . . And there it was—the 
star they had seen at its ris-
ing. It led them until it came 
and stopped above the place 
where the child was. When 
they saw the star, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.” These 
verses reveal the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ even in his 
state of humility. He was born 
of lowly parents, laid in a man-
ger, and wrapped in infant 
clothes. But the principalities 

and powers in the heavenly 
places are in motion. First, an 
angel descends to proclaim 
the advent of the newborn 
king. But the activity was not 
confined to the spirits above, 
for in the heavens above the 
earth something began to stir. 
A star is sent on behalf of all 
the stars, as if it were the envoy 
of all worlds to represent them 
before their king. This star was 
put into commission to await 
the Lord, to be his herald to 
men far away, and to be God’s 
usher to conduct these wise 
men into Christ’s presence. 

Earth is also stirred. The wise 
men offer gifts: gold, frankin-
cense, and myrrh. These wise 
men, leaders of their own peo-
ple, bow down before Christ 
and pay homage to the Son of 
God. Wherever Christ is, he is 
honorable. In the day of small 

things, when the cause of God 
is denied consideration and is 
hidden away with things that 
are despised, it is still most glo-
rious. Christ, though a child, 
was still King of kings. Though 
among the oxen, he was still 
distinguished by his star. If 
wise men of old came to Jesus 
and worshiped him, shouldn’t 
we all come also? They were 
guided by a star. We are guid-
ed by faith through the divine 
Spirit, by the teaching of his 
Word, and by all those blessed 
lights the Lord uses to conduct 
people to himself. It was well 
to come to the baby Jesus when 
led by the feeble beams of a 
star. We will find it still more 
blessed to come to Christ now, 
who is now exalted in the 
highest heavens and who by 
his own light reveals his own 
perfect glory.

a 1:23 Is 7:14    b 1:25 Other mss read to her firstborn son     
c 2:2 Or to pay him homage    d 2:6 Mc 5:2

The  first  link bet ween my 
soul  and Christ  is not  my 
goodness but  my badness, not  
my merit  but  my misery, not  
my standing but  my falling, 
not  my riches but  my need.
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S a lvation from Sin
MATTHEW 1:21

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
for he shall save his people from their sins.”

The two parts of this Salvation are Justification and Sanctification.

I.  	 Justification, including pardon and imputation of 
righteousness.

1. 	� Pardon. Free, perfect, instantaneous, irreversible. Bringing with it deliv-
erance from the consequences of sin, which are:  1. God’s just displeasure. 
2. The Curse of the Law.  3. Incapacity for heaven. 4. Liability. Yea, certain 
destination to eternal punishment.

2. 	� Imputation of righteousness. Causing a man to be regarded as holy, sin-
less, worthy of commendation and reward. Its accompaniments are:  
1. God’s love.  2. Blessing of the law  3. Capacity for heaven. 4. A right and 
title. Yea, certain possession of heaven.

{{ This, Jesus effected. As to the first, by his death and sufferings.
    As to the second, by his holy obedience to the law.

II. 	 Sanctification including deliverance from sin and 
positive holiness

1. 	 �Victory over:  1. Our natural depravity.  2. The habits of sin.  3. The tempta-
tions.  4. Backslidings. 

2.	 �Working in us all holy affections.  1. Holy nature.  2. Holy habits.  3. Desire 
for holiness.  4. Progress in divine grace.

 { This is unlike Justification in that it is gradual, imperfect,  
    progressional, never consummated but in heaven.
{{ This he does:  1. By showing us his example and commands. 
    2. By the Spirit.
Deliverance from the guilt, consequences and effects of sin. This is the beau-
teous salvation Jesus gives.
51
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7 Then Herod secretly summoned the 
wise men and asked them the exact time 
the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Beth
lehem and said, “Go and search carefully 
for the child. When you find him, report 
back to me so that I too can go and wor
ship him.” a

9 After hearing the king, they went on their 
way. And there it was ​— ​the star they had 
seen at its rising. It led them until it came 
and stopped above the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11 Entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and falling to their knees, they worshiped 
him. b Then they opened their treasures and 
presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, they returned to 
their own country by another route.

The Flight into Egypt
13 After they were gone, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, say
ing, “Get up! Take the child and his moth
er, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell 
you. For Herod is about to search for the 
child to kill him.” 14 So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during the night, and 
escaped to Egypt. 15 He stayed there until 
Herod’s death, so that what was spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet might be ful
filled: Out of Egypt I called my Son. c

The Massacre of the Innocents
16 Then Herod, when he realized that he had 
been outwitted by the wise men, flew into 
a rage. He gave orders to massacre all the 
boys in and around Bethlehem who were 

two years old and under, in keeping with 
the time he had learned from the wise men. 
17 Then what was spoken through Jeremiah 
the prophet was fulfilled:
	 18	 A voice was heard in Ramah,
		  weeping, d and great mourning,
		  Rachel weeping for her children;
		  and she refused to be consoled,
		  because they are no more. e

The Return to Nazareth
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 
20 saying, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, be
cause those who intended to kill the child 
are dead.” 21 So he got up, took the child 
and his mother, and entered the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Arche
laus was ruling over Judea in place of his 
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 
And being warned in a dream, he with
drew to the region of Galilee. 23 Then he 
went and settled in a town called Naza
reth to fulfill what was spoken through 
the prophets, that he would be called a 
Nazarene.

The Herald of the Christ

3 In those days John the Baptist came, 
preaching in the wilderness of Judea 

2 and saying, “Repent, because the kingdom 
of heaven has come near! ” 3 For he is the 
one spoken of through the prophet Isaiah, 
who said:
		  A voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness:
		  Prepare the way for the Lord;
		  make his paths straight! f

   

2:14-15 “So he got up, took the 
child and his mother during the 
night, and escaped to Egypt. 
He stayed there until Herod’s 
death, so that what was spo-
ken by the Lord through the 
prophet might be fulfilled: Out 
of Egypt I called my Son.” Nei-
ther Egypt of old, nor Babylon, 
nor Rome can destroy the roy-
al seed. Out of all dangers the 

church must emerge the better 
for her affliction. “Out of Egypt I 
called my Son,” is a text worthy 
to be made a proverb, for it is 
true throughout the history of 
the chosen seed. They are called 
out from among the surround-
ing race of rebels, and when the 
call comes, none can hold them 
back. It is easier to restrain the 
sun from rising than to hold the 

redeemed of the Lord in per-
petual servitude. Who shall 
block up their road? God is still 
calling them out, and until the 
last of his elect are gathered 
in, it will still stand true: “out 

of Egypt” and out of anywhere 
else that is like Egypt, out of the 
worst and vilest places, out of 
the places where they are held 
fast in bitter bondage, out of 
these “I called my Son.”

a 2:8 Or and pay him homage    b 2:11 Or they paid him homage   
c 2:15 Hs 11:1    d 2:18 Other mss read Ramah, lamentation, and 
weeping,    e 2:18 Jr 31:15    f 3:3 Is 40:3
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4 Now John had a camel-hair garment 
with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then 
people from Jerusalem, all Judea, and all 
the vicinity of the Jordan were going out to 
him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 
Jordan River, confessing their sins.

7 When he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said 
to them, “Brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore 
produce fruit consistent with a repentance. 
9 And don’t presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell 
you that God is able to raise up children 
for Abraham from these stones. 10 The ax is 
already at the root of the trees. Therefore, 
every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with b water for repen
tance, but the one who is coming after me 
is more powerful than I. I am not worthy to 
remove c his sandals. He himself will bap
tize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His 
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing floor and gather his 

wheat into the barn. But the chaff he will 
burn with fire that never goes out.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John 
at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 But 
John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and yet you come to me? ”

15 Jesus answered him, “Allow it for now, 
because this is the way for us to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John allowed him to 
be baptized.

16 When Jesus was baptized, he went up 
immediately from the water. The heavens 
suddenly opened for him, d and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming down on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said: “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well-pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 2 After he had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 Then the 
tempter approached him and said, “If you 

   

3:7 “When he saw many of 
the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to his baptism, he said 
to them, ‘Brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath?’” These were 
the influential people of the 
times: the Pharisees were 
the ritualists of that age, and  
the Sadducees were the ra-
tionalists of the period. Why, 
John, you ought to have 
smoothed your tongue a bit 
and have said some pleasant 
words to these great men, for 
by so doing perhaps you might 
have won some of these Phar-
isees, or coaxed some of these 
Sadducees into the kingdom! 
But that is not John’s method. 
He is plainspoken and deals 
truthfully with his hearers, for 
he knows converts made by 
flattery are but flattering con-
verts that are of no real value.

3:16-17 “When Jesus was bap-
tized, he went up immediately 
from the water. The heavens 

suddenly opened for him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God de-
scending like a dove and com-
ing down on him. And a voice 
from heaven said: ‘This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am 
well-pleased.’” In this scene 
John had just baptized Jesus 
in the Jordan River. And John 
recognized that he was the Son 
of God because the sign from 
heaven for which he had been 
told to look had been given. As 
Jesus came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of God descended on 
him in a visible form and rest-
ed on him. At the same time the 
dove descended and lighted 
on Christ, a voice from heaven 
identified Jesus. This was the 
voice of God the Father, who 
did not reveal himself in a 
bodily shape but uttered won-
drous words such as mortal 
ears had never before heard. 
The Father revealed himself, 
not to the eyes as the Spirit did, 
but to the ears. And the words 

he spoke clearly indicated that 
it was God the Father bearing 
witness to his beloved Son. 
The entrance of Christ into 
his public ministry on earth 
was the chosen opportunity 
for the public manifestation 
of the intimate union between 
God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Spirit. 

Some seem to suppose that 
Jesus Christ is our Savior to 
the exclusion of God the Father 
and of God the Holy Spirit, but 
this is a most erroneous idea. 
We are saved by the precious 
blood of Christ, but God the 
Father and God the Holy Spir-
it have had their share in the 
great work of our salvation as 
well. In order that we might 
not fall into the error in which 
some have been entangled, it 
pleased God to give us, at the 

beginning of Christ’s public 
ministry, a distinct intimation 
that he did not come alone 
and that he did not undertake 
the work of our redemption 
apart from the other adorable 
persons of the ever-blessed 
Trinity.

4:1 “Then Jesus was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil.” 
Jesus had just been baptized, 
but he was led into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by the devil. 
After times of great spiritual 
growth, believers must not 
suppose that in the Christian 
life all will be sweetness or all 
will be gospel witnessing. We 
have to fight the good fight 
of faith, but our great adver-
sary is not slow to begin the 
encounter. We are pilgrims 
in a strange land, so we must 

a 3:8 Lit fruit worthy of    b 3:11 Or in    c 3:11 Or to carry     
d 3:16 Other mss omit for him
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are the Son of God, tell these stones to be­
come bread.”

4 He answered, “It is written: Man must 
not live on bread alone but on every 
word that comes from the mouth of 
God.” a

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, 
had him stand on the pinnacle of the tem­
ple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down. For it is written:
		  He will give his angels orders 

concerning you,
		  and they will support you 

with their hands
		  so that you will not strike
		  your foot against a stone.” b

7 Jesus told him, “It is also written: Do not 
test the Lord your God.” c

8 Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splen­
dor. 9 And he said to him, “I will give you 
all these things if you will fall down and 
worship me.” d

10 Then Jesus told him, “Go away, e Satan! 
For it is written: Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only.” f

11 Then the devil left him, and angels 
came and began to serve him.

Ministry in Galilee
12 When he heard that John had been ar­
rested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and went to live in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naph­
tali. 14 This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through the prophet Isaiah:
	 15	 Land of Zebulun and land 

of Naphtali,
		  along the road by the sea, 

beyond the Jordan,
		  Galilee of the Gentiles.
	 16	 The people who live in darkness
		  have seen a great light,
		  and for those living in the land 

of the shadow of death,
		  a light has dawned. g,h

17 From then on Jesus began to preach, “Re­
pent, because the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.”

The First Disciples
18 As he was walking along the Sea of Gal­
ilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter), and his brother Andrew. They 
were casting a net into the sea ​— ​for they 
were fishermen. 19 “Follow me,” he told 
them, “and I will make you fish for i peo­
ple.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and 
followed him.

   

expect to find rough places 
on the road to heaven. Satan 
seizes opportunities. When 
he finds us weak, as the Sav-
ior was through long fasting, 
and when he finds us in trying 
circumstances, as the Savior 
was when hungry in the des-
ert, then it is that he comes to 
tempt us.

4:4 “Man must not live on 
bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of 
God.” Satan began this tempta-
tion with an “if” (v. 3). He tried 
to cast a doubt on the Savior’s 
Sonship, and this is the way 
he often attacks a child of 
God now. He says to him, “If 
you are a son of God, do such 
and such.” Satan challenged 
Christ to work a miracle for 
himself—to use his divine 

power on his own behalf, but 
this the Savior never did. He 
challenged Christ to distrust 
the providence of God and to 
be his own provider, and this 
is still a common temptation to 
God’s people.

4:7 “Do not test the Lord your 
God.” Some people are engaged 
in activities that are hazard-
ous to their immortal souls. 
They are in the midst of evil, 
yet they say God can keep them 
in safety there. Yes he can, but 
I also know we have no right 
to go voluntarily where we are 
surrounded by temptation. If 
we are continually tempted in 
various situations, we may not 
presume upon the goodness 
of God to keep us, for it is our 
business to get as far as we can 
from what will lead us into sin. 

God does not put his servants 
on the pinnacle of the temple; 
the devil puts them there. And 
if they ever are there, the best 
thing they can do is to get 
down as quickly and as safely 
as they can. But they must not 
cast themselves down. They 
must look to him who alone 
can bring them down safely. 
With some who claim to be 
Christians, presumption is a 
common sin.

4:10 “Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve only him.” Jesus 
refused to endure any more of 
this talk. When it came down 

to a bribe—the promise that 
the devil would give him 
earth’s glory if he would but 
fall down and worship him—
Jesus ended the whole matter 
once and for all. Three times 
assaulted, three times victori-
ous! Blessed Master, enable us 
also to be more than conquer-
ors through your grace.

4:19 “‘Follow me,’ he told 
them, ‘and I will make you fish 
for people.’” When Christ calls 
us by his grace, we ought not 
only to remember what we are, 
but we ought also to think of 
what he can make us. It is, “Fol-

a 4:4 Dt 8:3    b 4:6 Ps 91:11-12    c 4:7 Dt 6:16    d 4:9 Or and pay 
me homage    e 4:10 Other mss read “Get behind me    f 4:10 Dt 
6:13    g 4:16 Lit dawned on them    h 4:15-16 Is 9:1-2    i 4:19 Or 
you fishers of
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21 Going on from there, he saw two oth
er brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and 
his brother John. They were in a boat with 
Zebedee their father, preparing their nets, 
and he called them. 22 Immediately they left 
the boat and their father and followed him.

Teaching, Preaching, and Healing
23 Now Jesus began to go all over Galilee, 
teaching in their synagogues, preaching 
the good news of the kingdom, and heal
ing every a disease and sickness b among 
the people. 24 Then the news about him 
spread throughout Syria. So they brought 
to him all those who were afflicted, those 
suff ering from various diseases and in
tense pains, the demon-possessed, the ep
ileptics, and the paralytics. And he healed 
them. 25 Large crowds followed him from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, 
and beyond the Jordan.

The Sermon on the Mount

5 When he saw the crowds, he went 
up on the mountain, and after he sat 

down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then c he 
began to teach them, saying:

The Beatitudes
	 3	 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
		  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.
	 4	 Blessed are those who mourn,
		  for they will be comforted.
	 5	 Blessed are the humble,
		  for they will inherit the earth.

	 6	 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness,

		  for they will be filled.
	 7	 Blessed are the merciful,
		  for they will be shown mercy.
	 8	 Blessed are the pure in heart,
		  for they will see God.
	 9	 Blessed are the peacemakers,

		  for they will be called sons of God.
	 10	 Blessed are those who are persecuted 

because of righteousness,
		  for the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

11 “You are blessed when they insult you 
and persecute you and falsely say every 
kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be 
glad and rejoice, because your reward is 
great in heaven. For that is how they per
secuted the prophets who were before you.

Believers Are Salt and Light
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the 
salt should lose its taste, how can it be 
made salty? d It’s no longer good for any
thing but to be thrown out and trampled 
under people’s feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city 
situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No 

   

low me, and I will make you.” 
We should repent of what we 
have been but rejoice in what 
we may be. It is not, “Follow 
me, because of what you are 
already.” It is not, “Follow me, 
because you may make some-
thing of yourselves,” but, “Fol-
low me because of what I will 
make you.” It did not seem a 
likely thing that humble fish-
ermen would develop into 
apostles, that men so handy 
with the net would be as much 
at home in preaching sermons 
and in instructing converts. 
One would have said, “How can 

these things be? You cannot 
make founders of churches out 
of peasants of Galilee.” That is 
exactly what Christ did, and 
when we are brought low in 
the sight of God by a sense of 
our own unworthiness, we 
may feel encouraged to follow 
Jesus because of what he can 
make us.

5:5 “Blessed are the humble, 
for they will inherit the earth.” 
It is not your high-spirited, 
quick-tempered men who will 
put up with no insults—your 
bullying, lofty ones who are 
always ready to resent any 

real or imagined disrespect. 
There is no blessing here for 
them. But blessed are the hum-
ble, those who are ready to be 
thought nothing of. 

5:8 “Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God.” 
When the heart is washed, the 
dirt is taken from the mental 
eyes. The heart that loves God 
is connected with an under-
standing that perceives God. 

There is no way of seeing God 
until the heart is renewed 
by sovereign grace. It is not 
greatness of intellect but pu-
rity of affection that enables 
us to see God.

5:14 “You are the light of the 
world.” Wherever there is faith 
in Christ, there is light, for Jesus 
himself said that those who 
follow him would not walk in 
darkness (Jn 8:12). Genuine faith 

a 4:23 Or every kind of    b 4:23 Or physical ailment    c 5:2 Lit 
Then opening his mouth    d 5:13 Or how can the earth be 
salted?

There  is no way of seeing God 
until  the  heart  is renewed by 
sovereign grace.

quote 5:8
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one lights a lamp and puts it under a bas
ket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives 
light for all who are in the house. 16 In the 
same way, let your light shine  before oth
ers, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Christ Fulfills the Law
17 “Don’t think that I came to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets. I did not come to abol
ish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the small
est letter a or one stroke of a letter will pass 
away from the law until all things are ac
complished. 19 Therefore, whoever breaks 
one of the least of these commands and 
teaches others to do the same will be called 
least in the kingdom of heaven. But whoev
er does and teaches these commands will 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Phari
sees, you will never get into the kingdom 
of heaven.

Murder Begins in the Heart
21 “You have heard that it was said to our 
ancestors, Do not murder, b and whoever 
murders will be subject to judgment. 22 But 
I tell you, everyone who is angry with his 
brother or sister c will be subject to judg
ment. Whoever insults d his brother or sis
ter, will be subject to the court. e Whoever 
says, ‘You fool! ’ will be subject to hellfire. f 
23 So if you are off ering your gift on the 

altar, and there you remember that your 
brother or sister has something against 
you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the 
altar. First go and be reconciled with your 
brother or sister, and then come and of
fer your gift. 25 Reach a settlement quickly 
with your adversary while you’re on the 
way with him to the court, or your adver
sary will hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge to g the off icer, and you will be 
thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you 
will never get out of there until you have 
paid the last penny. h

Adultery Begins in the Heart
27 “You have heard that it was said, Do not 
commit adultery. i 28 But I tell you, every
one who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery with her in 
his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to 
sin, gouge it out and throw it away. For it 
is better that you lose one of the parts of 
your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. For it is better that you lose one of 
the parts of your body than for your whole 
body to go into hell.

Divorce Practices Censured
31 “It was also said, Whoever divorces his 
wife must give her a written notice of 
divorce. j 32 But I tell you, everyone who di
vorces his wife, except in a case of sexual 
immorality, causes her to commit adultery. 

   

in Christ turns a person from 
darkness to marvelous light 
and transforms him into light in 
the Lord so that the light pours 
forth from the windows so as to 
be seen by others. The believer 
is appointed to be a lighthouse 
to others, a cheering lamp, and 
a guiding star. His light will be 
increased as he learns more of 
Christ. He will be able to im-
part more instruction to others 
when he has received more. But 
even while he is a beginner, his 
faith in Jesus is in itself a light.

5:22 “But I tell you, everyone 
who is angry with his broth-

er or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Whoever insults 
his brother or sister, will be 
subject to the court. Whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be subject 
to hellfire.” Christ here shows 
us that the commandment, 
“You shall not kill,” deals with 
anger, with angry words, 
with words of cursing, with 
words of derision. All these 
are killing things, hurting 
and wounding things, and 
the passion of anger is forbid-
den under the command, “You 
shall not kill.” People have not 
thought so, but it really is so, 

for he who is angry with his 
brother is a murderer. There 
is the spirit, the essence of that 
which leads to murder in the 
passion that breeds malice and 
revenge. The law of God is spir-
itual; it touches the emotions, 

the thoughts, the desires, as 
well as the words and actions 
of men. If I desire ill for some-
one, I have within me what 
would desire his death. And 
what is that, after all, but mur-
der in the heart? 

a 5:18 Or not one iota ; iota is the smallest letter of the Gk 
alphabet.    b 5:21 Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17    c 5:22 Other mss add without 
a cause    d 5:22 Lit Whoever says ‘Raca’ ; an Aramaic term of 
abuse that puts someone down, insulting one’s intelligence    
e 5:22 Lit Sanhedrin    f 5:22 Lit the gehenna of fire    g 5:25 Other 
mss read judge will hand you over to    h 5:26 Lit quadrans, the 
smallest and least valuable Roman coin, worth 1/64 of a daily wage    
i 5:27 Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18    j 5:31 Dt 24:1
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And whoever marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery.

Tell the Truth
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to 
our ancestors,  You must not break your 
oath, but you must keep your oaths to the 
Lord. a 34 But I tell you, don’t take an oath 
at all: either by heaven, because it is God’s 
throne; 35 or by the earth, because it is his 
footstool; or by Jerusalem, because it is the 
city of the great King. 36 Do not swear by 
your head, because you cannot make a sin
gle hair white or black. 37 But let your ‘yes’ 
mean ‘yes,’ and your ‘no’ mean ‘no.’ Any
thing more than this is from the evil one.

Go the Second Mile
38 “You have heard that it was said, An eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. b 39 But 
I tell you, don’t resist c an evildoer. On the 
contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for 
the one who wants to sue you and take 
away your shirt, let him have your coat as 
well. 41 And if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two. 42 Give to the one 
who asks you, and don’t turn away from 
the one who wants to borrow from you.

Love Your Enemies
43 “You have heard that it was said, Love 
your neighbor d and hate your enemy. 
44 But I tell you, love your enemies e and 
pray for those who f persecute you, 45 so 
that you may be g children of your Father 
in heaven. For he causes his sun to rise on 
the evil and the good, and sends rain on 

the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 For 
if you love those who love you, what re
ward will you have? Don’t even the tax 
collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet 
only your brothers and sisters, what are 
you doing out of the ordinary? h Don’t even 
the Gentiles i do the same? 48 Be perfect, 
therefore, as your heavenly Father is per
fect.

How to Give

6 “Be careful not to practice your righ
teousness j in front of others to be seen 

by them. Otherwise, you have no reward 
with your Father in heaven. 2 So whenever 
you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the syn
agogues and on the streets, to be applauded 
by people. Truly I tell you, they have their 
reward. 3 But when you give to the poor, 
don’t let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving 
may be in secret. And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. k

How to Pray
5 “Whenever you pray, you must not be like 
the hypocrites, because they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen by people. Truly I 
tell you, they have their reward. 6 But when 
you pray, go into your private room, shut 
your door, and pray to your Father who 
is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. l 7 When you pray, 
don’t babble like the Gentiles, since they 
imagine they’ll be heard for their many 
words. 8 Don’t be like them, because your 

   

5:39 “But I tell you, don’t 
resist an evildoer. On the 
contrary, if anyone slaps you 
on your right cheek, turn the 
other to him also.” Nonresis-
tance and forbearance are to 
be the rule among Christians. 
They are to endure personal 
ill treatment without coming 
to blows. They are to be as the 
anvil when bad men are the 
hammers, and thus they are to 
overcome by patient forgive-

ness. The rule of the judgment 
seat is not for common life, but 
the rule of the cross and the 
all-enduring sufferer is for 
us all. Yet how many regard 
all this as fanatical, utopian, 
and even cowardly? The Lord, 
our King, would have us bear 
and forbear and conquer by 
mighty patience. Can we do 
it? How are we the servants 
of Christ if we have not his 
spirit?

a 5:33 Lv 19:12; Nm 30:2; Dt 23:21    b 5:38 Ex 21:24; Lv 24:20; 
Dt 19:21    c 5:39 Or don’t set yourself against, or don’t 
retaliate against    d 5:43 Lv 19:18    e 5:44 Other mss add  
bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate  
you,    f 5:44 Other mss add mistreat you and    g 5:45 Or  
may become, or may show yourselves to be    h 5:47 Or doing 
that is superior ; lit doing more    i 5:47 Other mss read tax 
collectors    j 6:1  Other mss read charitable giving     
k 6:4 Other mss read will himself reward you openly     
l 6:6 Other mss add openly
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Father knows the things you need before 
you ask him.

The lord’s Prayer
9 “Therefore, you should pray like this:
		  Our Father in heaven,
		  your name be honored as holy.
	 10	 Your kingdom come.
		  Your will be done
		  on earth as it is in heaven.
	 11	 Give us today our daily bread. a

	 12	 And forgive us our debts,
		  as we also have forgiven our debtors.
	 13	 And do not bring us into b temptation,
		  but deliver us from the evil one. c

14 “For if you forgive others their of­
fenses, your heavenly Father will forgive 
you as well. 15 But if you don’t forgive oth­
ers, d your Father will not forgive your of­
fenses.

How to Fast
16 “Whenever you fast, don’t be gloomy like 
the hypocrites. For they make their faces 
unattractive e so that their fasting is obvi­
ous to people. Truly I tell you, they have 
their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil 
on your head and wash your face, 18 so that 
your fasting isn’t obvious to others but to 
your Father who is in secret. And your Fa­
ther who sees in secret will reward you. f

God and Possessions
19 “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures g 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal. 20 But 
store up for yourselves treasures in heav­
en, where neither moth nor rust destroys, 
and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 
21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your 
eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 
of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. So if the light 
within you is darkness, how deep is that 
darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters, since 
either he will hate one and love the other, 
or he will be devoted to one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve both God and 
money.

The Cure for Anxiety
25 “Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about 
your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Isn’t life more than food and the 
body more than clothing? 26 Consider the 
birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than 
they? 27 Can any of you add one moment to 
his life span h by worrying? 28 And why do 
you worry about clothes? Observe how the 
wildflowers of the field grow: They don’t 
labor or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that 
not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
adorned like one of these. 30 If that’s how 
God clothes the grass of the field, which 
is here today and thrown into the furnace 

   

6:13 “And do not bring us into 
temptation.” This verse comes 
from the Lord’s prayer, and each 
element can be divided into most 
instructive heads. “Our Father 
in heaven”—I am a child away 
from home. “Your name be hon-
ored as holy”—I am a worship-
er. “Your kingdom come”—I am 
a subject. “Your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven”—I am a 
servant. “Give us today our daily 
bread”—I am a beggar. “And 
forgive us our debts as we also 
have forgiven our debtors”—I 

am a sinner. “And do not bring 
us into temptation, but deliver 
us from the evil one”—I am a 
sinner in danger of being a still 
greater sinner.

After a man is converted and 
has received forgiveness of sins, 
soon he will be tempted by the 
devil, for Satan cannot bear to 
lose his subjects. And when Sa-
tan sees someone cross the bor-
der and escape out of his hand, 
he gathers up all his forces and 
exercises all his cunning that he 
may slay him at once. To meet 

this special assault, the Lord 
makes the heart watchful. This 
is thus a prayer of watchfulness, 
which is necessary from the 
commencement of the Christian 
life even to its close. There is no 

hour in which a believer can 
afford to slumber. And in addi-
tion to watchfulness, a believer 
must never deliberately enter 
temptation. Anyone who does 
so is a liar before God. 

a 6:11 Or our necessary bread, or our bread for tomorrow    
b 6:13 Or do not cause us to come into    c 6:13 Or from evil ; 
some later mss add For yours is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen.    d 6:15 Other mss add their 
wrongdoing    e 6:16 Or unrecognizable, or disfigured     
f 6:18 Other mss add openly    g 6:19 Or valuables    h 6:27 Or  
add a single cubit to his height
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tomorrow, won’t he do much more for you ​
— ​you of little faith? 31 So don’t worry, say
ing, ‘What will we eat? ’ or ‘What will we 
drink? ’ or ‘What will we wear? ’ 32 For the 
Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God a 
and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be provided for you. 34 Therefore don’t 
worry about tomorrow, because tomor
row will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.

Do Not Judge

7 “Do not judge, so that you won’t be 
judged. 2 For you will be judged by the 

same standard with which you judge oth
ers, and you will be measured by the same 
measure you use. 3 Why do you look at the 
splinter in your brother’s eye but don’t no
tice the beam of wood in your own eye? 4 Or 
how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the splinter out of your eye,’ and look, 
there’s a beam of wood in your own eye? 
5 Hypocrite! First take the beam of wood out 
of your eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the splinter out of your brother’s eye. 
6 Don’t give what is holy to dogs or toss your 
pearls before pigs, or they will trample them 
under their feet, turn, and tear you to pieces.

Ask, Search, Knock
7 “Ask, and it will be given to you. Seek, and 
you will find. Knock, and the door b will be 
opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks 

receives, and the one who seeks finds, and 
to the one who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 9 Who among you, if his son asks 
him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or 
if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 
11 If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your Father in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him. 12 Therefore, 
whatever you want others to do for you, do 
also the same for them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets.

Entering the Kingdom
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For the 
gate is wide and the road broad that leads 
to destruction, and there are many who go 
through it. 14 How narrow is the gate and 
diff icult the road that leads to life, and few 
find it.

15 “Be on your guard against false proph
ets who come to you in sheep’s clothing 
but inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You’ll 
recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes 
gathered from thornbushes or figs from 
thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree 
produces good fruit, but a bad tree produc
es bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce 
bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce 
good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t pro
duce good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them by 
their fruit.

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

   

7:1-2 “Do not judge, so that 
you won’t be judged. For you 
will be judged by the same 
standard with which you 
judge others, and you will be 
measured by the same mea-
sure you use.” We should use 
our judgment, of course; the 
verse implies that we judge in 
a right sense. But we should 
not indulge the criticizing fac-
ulty on others in a censorious 
manner as if we were set in 
authority and had a right to 
dispense judgment among our 
fellows. If we impute motives 

and pretend to read hearts, 
others will do the same toward 
us. A hard and censorious be-
havior is sure to provoke repri-
sals. We do not object to people 
forming a fair opinion of our 
character, neither are we for-
bidden to do the same toward 
them. But as we would object 
to their sitting in judgment on 
us, we should not sit in judg-
ment on them. This is not the 
day of judgment, neither are 
we his majesty’s judges. And 
therefore we may not antic-
ipate the time appointed for 

the final reckoning or usurp 
the prerogatives of the judge 
of all the earth. 

7:21-23 “Not everyone who 
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will en-
ter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will 
of my Father in heaven. On that 
day many will say to me, ‘Lord, 
Lord, didn’t we prophesy in 
your name, drive out demons 
in your name, and do many 
miracles in your name?’ Then 

I will announce to them, ‘I nev-
er knew you. Depart from me, 
you lawbreakers.’” The people 
our Lord refers to here made 
an open profession of follow-
ing him, calling him “Lord.” 
But many loud professions of 
faith will count for nothing in 
that day of judgment. All of 
us must see to it that we have 
more than a mere profession 
of belonging to and following 
Christ. These false disciples 

a 6:33 Other mss omit of God    b 7:7 Lit and it
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only the one who does the will of my Father 
in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your 
name, drive out demons in your name, and 
do many miracles in your name? ’ 23 Then I 
will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. 
Depart from me, you lawbreakers! ’ a,b

The Two Foundations
24 “Therefore, everyone who hears these 
words of mine and acts on them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25 The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the 
winds blew and pounded that house. Yet it 
didn’t collapse, because its foundation was 
on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and doesn’t act on them will 
be like a foolish man who built his house on 
the sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the 
winds blew and pounded that house, and it 
collapsed. It collapsed with a great crash.”

28 When Jesus had finished saying these 
things, the crowds were astonished at his 
teaching, 29 because he was teaching them 
like one who had authority, and not like 
their scribes.

A Man Cleansed

8 When he came down from the moun
tain, large crowds followed him. 2 Right 

away a man with leprosy c came up and 

knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you are 
willing, you can make me clean.”

3 Reaching out his hand, Jesus touched 
him, saying, “I am willing; be made clean.” 
Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
4 Then Jesus told him, “See that you don’t 
tell anyone; but go, show yourself to the 
priest, and off er the gift that Moses com
manded, as a testimony to them.”

A Centurion’s Faith
5 When he entered Capernaum, a centuri
on came to him, pleading with him, 6 “Lord, 
my servant is lying at home paralyzed, in 
terrible agony.”

7 He said to him, “Am I to come and heal 
him? ” d

8 “Lord,” the centurion replied, “I am not 
worthy to have you come under my roof. 
But just say the word, and my servant will 
be healed. 9 For I too am a man under au
thority, having soldiers under my com
mand. e I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; 
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and 
to my servant, ‘Do this! ’ and he does it.”

10 Hearing this, Jesus was amazed and said 
to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with so great a 
faith. 11 I tell you that many will come from 
east and west to share the banquet f with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 

   

did not serve in any small ca-
pacity, for they had preached 
in the name of Christ. Such 
false professors love to take 
the high ranks in the church, 
just as the Pharisees craved 
the chief places in the syna-
gogue. There must be more to 
a person’s relationship with 
Christ than merely saying he 
is a pastor or an elder who vis-
its the sick. To all these Jesus 
will say sternly and solemnly 
that he does not know them 
and they must depart from 
him. No words can ever fully 
describe the state of sorrow 
for someone if Christ does not 
know him. There is no hope 
for him, for to be unknown to 
Christ is to be devoid of hope 
forever and forever.

8:10 “Hearing this, Jesus was 
amazed and said to those fol-
lowing him, ‘Truly I tell you, 
I have not found anyone in 
Israel with so great a faith.’” 
The Gospels do not report that 
Jesus was amazed at the gigan-
tic architecture of the temple, 
at the wonderful discipline 
of the Roman army, or at the 
profound knowledge of the 
rabbis. He was amazed only 
twice, according to the record, 
and on both occasions he was 
amazed concerning someone’s 
faith, once at the absence of it 
and once at its presence. In the 
former case Jesus was amazed 
at the unbelief of his fellow 
Jewish hometown people (see 
Mk 6:6). In the narrative be-
fore us, he was amazed at the 

faith of a centurion. We must 
not become indifferent to the 
marvels of divine grace. 

The many wonders of our 
world are nothing when 
compared with the count-
less wonders of grace. Only a 
foolish man does not admire 
the works of God in nature; a 
person is frivolous who does 
not trace with awe the hand 
of God in history. But he is even 
more unwise who ignores the 
masterpieces of divine skill 
and wisdom that are to be 
seen in the empire of divine 

grace. In the kingdom of God, 
the museum of grace is richer 
than that of nature. A heart 
broken on account of sin is a 
far greater wonder than the 
rarest fossil—whatever it may 
tell of ancient floods of the sea 
or convulsions of the land. An 
eye that glistens with the tears 
of repentance is a greater mar-
vel than the falls of Niagara. 
Faith that humbly links itself 
to Christ has in it as great a 
beauty as the rainbow, and 
the confidence that looks alone 
to Jesus is as much an object 

a 7:23 Lit you who work lawlessness    b 7:23 Ps 6:8    c 8:2 Gk 
lepros ; a term for various skin diseases, also in v. 3; see Lv 13–14    
d 8:7 Or “I will come and heal him.”    e 8:9 Lit under me     
f 8:11 Lit recline at the table
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of heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will 
be thrown into the outer darkness where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
13 Then Jesus told the centurion, “Go. As you 
have believed, let it be done for you.” And his 
servant was healed that very moment. a

Healings at Capernaum
14 Jesus went into Peter’s house and saw 
his mother-in-law lying in bed with a fe
ver. 15 So he touched her hand, and the fever 
left her. Then she got up and began to serve 
him. 16 When evening came, they brought 
to him many who were demon-possessed. 
He drove out the spirits with a word and 
healed all who were sick, 17 so that what 
was spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled:
		  He himself took our weaknesses
		  and carried our diseases. b

The Cost of Following Jesus
18 When Jesus saw a large crowd c around 
him, he gave the order to go to the other 
side of the sea. 19 A scribe approached him 
and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wher
ever you go.”

20 Jesus told him, “Foxes have dens, and 
birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of 
Man has no place to lay his head.”

21 “Lord,” another of his disciples said, 
“first let me go bury my father.”

22 But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let 
the dead bury their own dead.”

Wind and Waves Obey Jesus
23 As he got into the boat, his disciples fol
lowed him. 24 Suddenly, a violent storm 

arose on the sea, so that the boat was be
ing swamped by the waves ​— ​but Jesus 
kept sleeping. 25 So the disciples came and 
woke him up, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re 
going to die! ”

26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, 
you of little faith? ” Then he got up and re
buked the winds and the sea, and there was 
a great calm.

27 The men were amazed and asked, 
“What kind of man is this? Even the winds 
and the sea obey him! ”

Demons Driven Out by Jesus
28 When he had come to the other side, 
to the region of the Gadarenes, d two de-
mon-possessed men met him as they 
came out of the tombs. They were so vi
olent that no one could pass that way. 
29 Suddenly they shouted, “What do you 
have to do with us,  e Son of God? Have 
you come here to torment us before the 
time? ”

30 A long way off from them, a large herd 
of pigs was feeding. 31 “If you drive us out,” 
the demons begged him, “send us into the 
herd of pigs.”

32 “Go! ” he told them. So when they had 
come out, they entered the pigs, and the 
whole herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the sea and perished in the water. 
33 Then the men who tended them fled. 
They went into the city and reported ev
erything, especially what had happened 
to those who were demon-possessed. 
34 At that, the whole town went out to meet 
Jesus. When they saw him, they begged 
him to leave their region.

   

for admiration as is the sun 
when it shines in its strength. 
Let others applaud the won-
ders they have seen, but it is 
for the redeemed to say that 
God’s work of redemption is 
more amazing than anything 
else in our world.

8:24 “Suddenly, a violent 
storm arose on the sea, so 
that the boat was being 
swamped by the waves—but 
Jesus kept sleeping.” What? 

A storm where Christ is? Yes, 
it is generally so. If all seems 
calm, you may question 
whether Christ is there, but 
when he goes into the boat 
and his disciples follow him, 
it is not remarkable that the 
devil comes after him. 

Jesus slept. Here is the weak-
ness of humanity, and here is, 
also, the strength of faith. Jesus 
went to sleep because that boat 
was in his Father’s hands and 

he would take care of it. Some-
times the best thing we can do 
is to go to bed. You are wor-
rying and troubling yourself, 
and you can do nothing—go 
to sleep. It is the climax of 
faith to be able to shake off all 
care and to feel, “If the Lord 

cares for me, why should I not 
sleep?” To sleep was the best 
thing Jesus could do to renew 
his bodily energies and to pre-
pare himself for the time when 
his efforts would be needed for 
the deliverance of his disciples 
from danger.

a 8:13 Or that hour ; lit very hour    b 8:17 Is 53:4    c 8:18 Other 
mss read saw large crowds    d 8:28 Other mss read Gergesenes    
e 8:29 Other mss add Jesus
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The Son of Man Forgives and Heals

9 So he got into a boat, crossed over, and 
came to his own town. 2 Just then some 

men a brought to him a paralytic lying on a 
stretcher. Seeing their faith, Jesus told the 
paralytic, “Have courage, son, your sins are 
forgiven.”

3 At this, some of the scribes said to them
selves, “He’s blaspheming! ”

4 Perceiving their thoughts, Jesus said, 
“Why are you thinking evil things in your 
hearts? b 5 For which is easier: to say, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? 6 But so that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to 
forgive sins” ​— ​then he told the paralytic, 
“Get up, take your stretcher, and go home.” 
7 So he got up and went home. 8 When the 
crowds saw this, they were awestruck c,d 
and gave glory to God, who had given such 
authority to men.

The Call of Matthew
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a 
man named Matthew sitting at the toll 
booth, and he said to him, “Follow me,” and 
he got up and followed him.

10 While he was reclining at the table in 
the house, many tax collectors and sinners 
came to eat with Jesus and his disciples. 
11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked 
his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners? ”

12 Now when he heard this, he said, “It is 
not those who are well who need a doctor, 

but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what 
this means: I desire mercy and not sacri­
fice. e For I didn’t come to call the righteous, 
but sinners.” f

A Question about Fasting
14 Then John’s disciples came to him, say
ing, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast of
ten, but your disciples do not fast? ”

15 Jesus said to them, “Can the wed
ding guests g be sad while the groom is 
with them? The time h will come when 
the groom will be taken away from them, 
and then they will fast. 16 No one patches 
an old garment with unshrunk cloth, be
cause the patch pulls away from the gar
ment and makes the tear worse. 17 And no 
one puts i new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the skins burst, the wine spills 
out, and the skins are ruined. No, they put 
new wine into fresh wineskins, and both 
are preserved.”

A Girl Restored and a Woman 
Healed
18 As he was telling them these things, 
suddenly one of the leaders came and 
knelt down before him, saying, “My 
daughter just died,  j but come and lay 
your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 So 
Jesus and his disciples got up and fol
lowed him.

20 Just then, a woman who had suff ered 
from bleeding for twelve years approached 
from behind and touched the end of his 

   

9:9 “As Jesus went on from 
there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the toll 
booth, and he said to him, ‘Fol-
low me,’ and he got up and fol-
lowed him.” The Lord was the 
one who decided who would 
be among his twelve disciples, 
so why did he choose a tax col-
lector? The Roman yoke was so 
detestable to the freeborn son 
of Abraham that he could not 
bear the fact that the Romans, 
the idolaters, should be lord 
in the holy land. So, if the Ro-
mans wanted Jews to collect 
the taxes, they could only get 

persons who had lost all care 
about public reputation. They 
might be no worse than other 
people—perhaps they were 
not—but they were esteemed 
as being the scourges and pa-
riahs among the holy people. 

The Jewish people must have 
charged Jesus with picking 
up the scum of humanity. He 
took a tax collector as his fol-
lower, a man who had agreed 
to become the servant of the 
oppressors and an oppressor 
himself. If a Jew had passed by 
and seen a learned rabbi or a 
Pharisee, it would have given 

respectability to his band of 
followers. But Jesus does not 
care about that sort of respect-
ability at all. He is so respect-
able in himself, in the highest 
sense of being respected, that 
he has honor enough and more 
to spare for all his people. And 
he can condescend, without 
hazard, to call into his imme-

diate company, to be one of his 
personal followers, this man 
Matthew even though he was 
a collector of the Roman tax-
es. It was equal condescension 
when he called you and me! 
All believers in Christ should 
wonder at the condescending 
love that chose them to be 
Christ’s followers.

a 9:2 Lit then they    b 9:4 Or minds    c 9:8 Other mss read 
amazed    d 9:8 Lit afraid    e 9:13 Hs 6:6    f 9:13 Other mss add to 
repentance    g 9:15 Lit the sons of the bridal chamber     
h 9:15 Lit days    i 9:17 Lit And they do not put    j 9:18 Lit 
daughter has now come to the end
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robe, 21 for she said to herself, “If I can just 
touch his robe, I’ll be made well.” a

22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Have cour
age, daughter,” he said. “Your faith has 
saved you.” b And the woman was made 
well from that moment. c

23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house, 
he saw the flute players and a crowd 
lamenting loudly. 24 “Leave,” he said, “be
cause the girl is not dead but asleep.” And 
they laughed at him. 25 After the crowd had 
been put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. 26 Then news 
of this spread throughout that whole area.

Healing the Blind
27 As Jesus went on from there, two blind 
men followed him, calling out, “Have mer
cy on us, Son of David! ”

28 When he entered the house, the blind 
men approached him, and Jesus said to 
them, “Do you believe that I can do this? ”

They said to him, “Yes, Lord.”
29 Then he touched their eyes, saying, “Let it  

be done for you according to your faith.” 
30 And their eyes were opened. Then Jesus 
warned them sternly, “Be sure that no one 
finds out.” 31 But they went out and spread the 
news about him throughout that whole area.

Driving Out a Demon
32 Just as they were going out, a demon-pos-
sessed man who was unable to speak was 

brought to him. 33 When the demon had 
been driven out, the man who had been 
mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed, 
saying, “Nothing like this has ever been 
seen in Israel! ” 

34 But the Pharisees said, “He drives out 
demons by the ruler of the demons.”

The Lord of the Harvest
35 Jesus continued going around to all 
the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news 
of the kingdom, and healing every  d dis
ease and every sickness.  e,f 36 When he 
saw the crowds, he felt compassion for 
them, because they were distressed and 
dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, “The har
vest is abundant, but the workers are 
few. 38 Therefore, pray to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out workers into his har
vest.”

Commissioning the Twelve

10 Summoning his twelve disciples, he 
gave them authority over unclean 

spirits, to drive them out and to heal ev
ery d disease and sickness. f 2 These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: First, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his broth
er; James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the 

   

9:28 “When he entered the 
house, the blind men ap-
proached him, and Jesus said 
to them, ‘Do you believe that 
I can do this?’” True faith be-
lieves that Jesus Christ “can 
do this.” It believes, of course, 
that he is able to do twenty 
thousand other things, but 
it believes especially that he 
“can do this”—to forgive this 
sin of which I am so deeply 
conscious, to remove this trial 
with which I am now so sore-
ly afflicted, to sustain me un-
der this temptation which so 
fiercely assails me, to strength-
en me to accomplish this duty 
which so clearly is before me. 

As each special case arises, 
faith will exercise itself upon 
that particular thing and be-
lieve that Christ “can do this.”

10:1-2 “Summoning his 
twelve disciples, he gave them 
authority over unclean spirits, 
to drive them out and to heal 
every disease and sickness. 
These are the names of the 
twelve apostles: First, Simon, 
who is called Peter.” It is not 
difficult to harmonize the 
various passages about Jesus’s 
work in the life of Peter. John’s 
Gospel tells us that Jesus called 
Peter through the preaching 
of John the Baptist, who bore 
witness that Jesus was the 

Messiah (Jn 1:37). But Mat-
thew’s Gospel says Peter and 
his brother were fishing, Jesus 
was walking by the lake of Gal-
ilee, and as he passed by, he 
saw these men fishing, called 
them, and said, “Follow me” (Mt 
4:18-19). However, there were 
actually three calls: (1) The first 
was that which Christ gave to 
Peter when he called him out 
of darkness into the marvelous 
light of God. (2) The second was 
the call by which the servant, 

already converted, already 
willing, was challenged to 
put himself into closer rela-
tionship with his Lord—to 
come out and be no longer a 
servant whose allegiance is 
true but not manifest, but to 
show that fidelity by following 
his Master. (3) Finally, the third 
call here is the one the Savior 
gave only to a few whom he 
had picked out and chosen to 
do some special work—chosen 
to be an apostle.

a 9:21 Or be saved    b 9:22 Or has made you well    c 9:22 Lit 
hour    d 9:35; 10:1 Or every kind of    e 9:35 Other mss add 
among the people    f 9:35; 10:1 Or physical ailment
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son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; a 4 Simon 
the Zealot, b and Judas Iscariot, who also be
trayed him.

5 Jesus sent out these twelve after giv
ing them instructions: “Don’t take the 
road that leads to the Gentiles, and don’t 
enter any Samaritan town. 6 Instead, go to 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As 
you go, proclaim: ‘The kingdom of heav
en has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse those with leprosy, c drive out 
demons. Freely you received, freely give. 
9 Don’t acquire gold, silver, or copper for 
your money-belts. 10 Don’t take a traveling 
bag for the road, or an extra shirt, sandals, 
or a staff, for the worker is worthy of his 
food. 11 When you enter any town or village, 
find out who is worthy, and stay there until 
you leave. 12 Greet a household when you 
enter it, 13 and if the household is worthy, let 
your peace be on it; but if it is unworthy, let 
your peace return to you. 14 If anyone does 
not welcome you or listen to your words, 
shake the dust off your feet when you leave 
that house or town. 15 Truly I tell you, it will 
be more tolerable on the day of judgment 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for that town.

Persecutions Predicted
16 “Look, I’m sending you out like sheep 
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as 
serpents and as innocent as doves. 17 Be
ware of them, because they will hand you 
over to local courts d and flog you in their 

synagogues. 18 You will even be brought be
fore governors and kings because of me, to 
bear witness to them and to the Gentiles. 
19 But when they hand you over, don’t wor
ry about how or what you are to speak. For 
you will be given what to say at that hour, 
20 because it isn’t you speaking, but the 
Spirit of your Father is speaking through 
you.

21 “Brother will betray brother to death, 
and a father his child. Children will rise up 
against parents and have them put to death. 
22 You will be hated by everyone because of 
my name. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved. 23 When they persecute 
you in one town, flee to another. For truly 
I tell you, you will not have gone through 
the towns of Israel before the Son of Man 
comes. 24 A disciple e is not above his teach
er, or a slave above his master. 25 It is enough 
for a disciple to become like his teacher and 
a slave like his master. If they called the head 
of the house ‘Beelzebul,’ how much more the 
members of his household!

Fear God
26 “Therefore, don’t be afraid of them, since 
there is nothing covered that won’t be un
covered and nothing hidden that won’t be 
made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, 
speak in the light. What you hear in a whis
per, f proclaim on the housetops. 28 Don’t 
fear those who kill the body but are not 
able to kill the soul; rather, fear him who 
is able to destroy both soul and body in 

   

10:5-6 “Jesus sent out these 
twelve after giving them 
instructions: ‘Don’t take the 
road that leads to the Gen-
tiles, and don’t enter any Sa-
maritan town. Instead, go to 
the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel.” The gospel is now to 
be preached to every creature 
in all the world, but in those 
days it was to be proclaimed 
first to the Jews, then to the 
Samaritans, and afterwards 
to the Gentiles as a whole. The 
largeness of our commission 
to “preach the gospel to all 

creation” (Mk 16:15) need not 
prevent our following prov-
idential directions to make 
it known in one place rather 
than in another. It is well for 
the servants of Christ to al-
ways ask their Master where 
they are to go. It is recorded in 
Acts that Paul and Silas “tried 
to go into Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus did not allow 
them” (16:7). We must ask the 
Lord where we should work, 
as well as what our work will 
be, for our Master knows how 
we can best serve him.

11:2-3 “Now when John 
heard in prison what the 
Christ was doing, he sent a 
message through his disciples 
and asked him, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or should 
we expect someone else?’” Had 
John’s faith begun to waver? 
It is possible that it had. Elijah 
had his times of trembling and 

depression. Then, why might 
not the second Elijah have the 
same sort of experience? Possi-
bly John wished to strengthen 
the faith of his followers; and, 
therefore, he sent two of his 
leading disciples to Jesus that 
they might make the enquiry 
for themselves as to whether 
he was the Christ.

a 10:3 Other mss read and Lebbaeus, whose surname was 
Thaddaeus    b 10:4 Lit the Cananaean    c 10:8 Gk lepros ; a term 
for various skin diseases; see Lv 13–14    d 10:17 Or sanhedrins    
e 10:24 Or student    f 10:27 Lit in the ear
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hell. 29 Aren’t two sparrows sold for a pen
ny? a Yet not one of them falls to the ground 
without your Father’s consent. b 30 But even 
the hairs of your head have all been count
ed. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more 
than many sparrows.

Acknowledging Christ
32 “Therefore, everyone who will acknowl
edge me before others, I will also acknowl
edge him before my Father in heaven. 33 But 
whoever denies me before others, I will 
also deny him before my Father in heaven. 
34 Don’t assume that I came to bring peace 
on the earth. I did not come to bring peace, 
but a sword. 35 For I came to turn
		  a man against his father,
		  a daughter against her mother,
		  a daughter‑in‑law against 

her mother‑in‑law;
	36	 and a man’s enemies will be
		  the members of his household. c

37 The one who loves a father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; the one 
who loves a son or daughter more than me 
is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever doesn’t 
take up his cross and follow me is not wor
thy of me. 39 Anyone who finds his life will 
lose it, and anyone who loses his life be
cause of me will find it.

A Cup of Cold Water
40 “The one who welcomes you welcomes 
me, and the one who welcomes me wel
comes him who sent me. 41 Anyone who wel
comes a prophet because he is a prophet d 
will receive a prophet’s reward. And anyone 
who welcomes a righteous person because 
he’s righteous e will receive a righteous per
son’s reward. 42 And whoever gives even a 
cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
because he is a disciple, f truly I tell you, he 
will never lose his reward.”

John the Baptist Doubts

11 When Jesus had finished giving in
structions to his twelve disciples, he 

moved on from there to teach and preach 
in their towns. 2 Now when John heard in 

prison what the Christ was doing, he sent a 
message through his disciples 3 and asked 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we expect someone else? ”

4 Jesus replied to them, “Go and report 
to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, those 
with leprosy g are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the poor are told 
the good news, 6 and blessed is the one who 
isn’t off ended by me.”

7 As these men were leaving, Jesus began 
to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed swaying in the wind? 8 What then did 
you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 
clothes? See, those who wear soft clothes 
are in royal palaces. 9 What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one 
about whom it is written:
		  See, I am sending my messenger 

ahead of you;
		  he will prepare your way 

before you. h

11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one greater than John the Bap
tist has appeared, i but the least in the king
dom of heaven is greater than he. 12 From 
the days of John the Baptist until now, the 
kingdom of heaven has been suff ering vi
olence, j and the violent have been seizing 
it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the 
law prophesied until John. 14 And if you’re 
willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who is 
to come. 15 Let anyone who has ears k listen.

An Unresponsive Generation
16 “To what should I compare this genera
tion? It’s like children sitting in the mar
ketplaces who call out to other children:

a 10:29 Gk assarion, a small copper coin    b 10:29 Lit ground 
apart from your Father    c 10:35-36 Mc 7:6    d 10:41 Lit prophet 
in the name of a prophet    e 10:41 Lit person in the name of 
a righteous person    f 10:42 Lit little ones in the name of a 
disciple    g 11:5 Gk lepros ; a term for various skin diseases; see 
Lv 13–14    h 11:10 Mal 3:1    i 11:11 Lit arisen    j 11:12 Or has been 
forcefully advancing    k 11:15 Other mss add to hear
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